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M urder in the Rainforest 

CCPY 

The Pro Yanomami Commission (CCPY) is a Brazilian non-governmental 
organizacion which has worked with the Yanomami in the defence of their 
land and culture since 1979. It runs health and educacional projects with a 
number of Yanomami communities. It provides concinuous health careto 
approximately 1,000 Yanomami living in 20 communicies, and is developing 
an integrated educacion programme in order to assist the Yanomami in their 
evolving contact with the technological world, as well as enabling them to 
develop economic alternatives whilst simultaneously preserving their culture 
and natural resources. They are currently setting upan agro-forestry project. 

For futher information please contact: 

CCPY - Comissao Pró Yanomami 
Rua Manoel da Nobrega 111 - ej. 32 
04.001 -900 
Sao Paulo 
SP 
Brazil 

Tel: +55 11 289 1200 
Fax: + 55 11 284 6997 
email: ccpysp@uol.com.br 

Survival's and CCPY's Yanomami Campaign 

In November 1991, President Collor signed a decree creating an Indian 'Park' 
covering ali Yanomami lands in Brazil. This was the result of many years of 
vigorous campaigning by the Pro Yanomami Commission (CCPY) in Brazil 
and Survival worldwide - a campaign which was supported in the end by 
tens of thousands of people and many organizacions. 

The campaign started twenty years before with Survival president Robin 
Hanbury-Tenison's mission to invescigate atrocicies against Brazilian Indians. 
He supported the proposal for a Yanomami Park already drawn up by 
anthropologists Kenneth I. Taylor and Alcida Ramos. 

Over the next few years several support groups were formed in Brazil, 
and in 1978 Claudia Andujar founded the CCPY. The Yanomami were 
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threatened by a new road and by moves to split their land into separate 
'pockets'. Thirteen communicies were decimated - sorne were virtually wiped 
out. Once again a Park project, co-authored by anthropologist Bruce Albert, 
was proposed. The government started making promises about Yanomami 
land - promises which were to be consistently and repeatedly broken for the 
next 13 years. 

The campaign continued unabated through the 1980s, to be stepped up 
in 1989 when the 10,000 Yanomami were invaded by 40,000 illegal gold 
prospectors. This new and overwhelming onslaught marked a turning point. 
The number of Indian deaths rocketed - no less than 1,500 Yanomami were 
killed by disease and violent confrontation with the miners. 

Although the Yanomami have their land recognised, this <loes not 
guarantee their survival. It only gives the Yanomami the right to use the area. 
Mineral rights remain with the state and there are at least 20 mining companies 
who want to get in. As well as this, the army can enter and use the froncier 
zone as it wishes. Unlike other Amazonian countries, in Brazil no Indians 
actually own their land; they have the right only to use it - an important 
difference (and one which violares internacional law). And although nothing 
less than another Presidencial decree can cancel the Park in the future, Indian 
lands have been revoked in this way befare. 

In the last few years, gold miners have reinvaded the area, and malaria 
and other diseases are still prevalent in sorne regions. It is still essential that 
the CCPY and other health teams continue to work in the area. 

The struggle for Yanomami survival is far from over. But there is no 
doubt that without the Park the Indians would have been doomed to eventlial, 
probably quite rapid, annihilation and that now their chances of living into 
the 21st century are higher that they have been for a generation. 

The thirty year Survival and CCPY accion proves that a sharply focussed 
public campaign, properly coordinated, unrelencing, and with a consistent 
long-term view and thoughtful strategy, can bring major changes for the 
better in the way tribal peoples are treated. In many situations, nothing else 
will work. 
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Munler in the Rainforest 

LAB Books · 

The Brazil Reader (eds Robert Levine and John J Crocitti) 1999 l16.99 
A new anthology which brings a fresh perspective to the tradicional disciplines 
of history, politics, and economics and new approaches to understanding 
social life - gender, the history of the family, and collective memory. 

Benedita da Silva (as told to Medea Benjamin & Maisa 1vfendon<;a) 1998 l12.99 
The inspiring story of a truly remarkable woman, who fought poverty, racism 
and exclusion to become Brazil's first black \Voman senator. 

Brazil in Focus Oan Rocha) 1997 lS.99 
A pocket-sized introduction to the country, with sections on history, the 
economy, society and culture, plus 'where to go, what to see' advice for 
v1sitors. 

Faces of Latin America (Duncan Green) updated edition 1997 l10.99 
'A journalistic tour de force with academic worth ... recommended as essential 
background reading for many an undergraduate course in the Latin American 
studies area.' Bulletin of Hispanic Studies. 

Return of the Indian (Phillip Wearne) 1996 l14.99 il 
'A great book, educacional and informative. It's a must read for those who 1 
are interested in indigenous peoples' issues.' Matthew Coon Come, Grand 
Chief, Grand Council of the Crees of Quebec. 

Green Guerrillas (ed. Helen Collinson) 1996 l10.99 
Profiles the people on the frontline of an environmental war, from indigenous 
groups and forest settlers, to fishing communities, peasant farmers, flower 
workers, shanty-town activists and many more. 

Women in Brazil (Caipora Womens' Group) 1993 lS.99 
A mosaic of articles, poems and interviews giving an evocative picture of 
life for women in Brazil's shanty towns and peasant villages. 

You can order these books directly from: 
LatinAmerica Bureau, FREEPOST KE7728, London E C1B 1 TW No stamp 
required if posted in the UK. 
Please add 1 Oo/o for post and packing. 
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