




















































































































Murder in the Rainforest

In respogse to the pressure, the government then declared an area of over
seven million hectares as out of bounds.

The two Roraima representatives immediately protested against this alleged
attempt to create an ‘indigenous nation’ within Brazil. Ignoring the
Yanomami’s own desire for a safe land free of invasion, Deputy Mozarildo
attributed the demand for the Park to a ‘mysterious commission [the CCPY]
presided over by a foreign lady’ [Claudia Andujar]. He claimed that their real
motive in defending the cause of the Indians was to obtain possession of
the natural resources, especially Amazonian minerals: ‘Once the Park is created,
the Yanomami nation, through their self-proclaimed defenders, will draw up
contracts with developed nations to exploit their mineral wealth and promote
development’. The Roraima representatives also claimed that in Venezuela
there was pressure to set up a similar Park for the Yanomami who lived
there, and that this would result in the creation of a large Yanomami country,
overlapping the frontier, Mozarildo and Fagundes wanted the ‘immense
amount of lands which are blocked to any economic activity’ to be reduced
in size, not protected. Opposing them in Congress were a handful of
representatives and senators who defended the proposal for the Park, notably
Sdao Paulo senator, Severo Gomes.

But the attack on Yanomami lands was not confined to Brazil. Over the
border in Venezuela, 2 mining company requested 5,000 hectares of
Yanomami territoty for cassiterite exploration, with the cynical explanation
that it would ‘contribute to the integration of the Yanomami into national
Venezuelan society’.

In 1984 FUNALI redefined the area placed out of bounds to include 149
Yanomami and three Yekuana malocas, including the essential space around
them needed for hunting, fishing, food growing and and intertribal commu-
nication via the hundreds of trails that crisscrossed Yanomami territory. The
new proposed area was to be called the Yanomami Indigenous Park, and it
was based on a joint study by FUNAI experts and CCPY. Support for the
Patk came from an unexpected quarter; the SNI, once the dreaded intelli-
gence agency of the military regime, was now secking a new role for itself as
the prospect of a return to civilian power drew near. Agents were sent se-
cretly to the Yanomami area. As a result of what they saw, the SNI not only
decided to back the creation of the Park but also suggested that a new offi-
cial organization should be set up to administer it and everything else to do
with the Yanomami. It seemed as though the Park would come about. But it
still needed to be approved by the Interministerial Group. This group had
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representatives from all the ministries atfected by indigenous issues, but the
men who called the shots were those from the Armed Forces. In 1985 FUNALI
sent the formal proposal for the Yanomami Park to the Interministerial Group.
They shelved it.

In February 1985 garimpeiro leader José Altino Machado led 60 armed
men on an airborne invasion of the Surucucus base. They quickly cleared a
second airstrip. José Altino, an ambitious man, liked to boast about the army
of half a million men he had under his command as president of USAGAL,
a trade union for Amazon gold miners. The invasion had the support of
local politicians and businessmen, and some said their hidden agenda was to
destabilize the Roraima government. But the invasion was too blatant and
provocative to be ignored by the central government. Federal police were
sent in to arrest Altino’s men. Another five planeloads of men were intercepted
before they could join them.

A month later, in March 1985, the last of the military presidents, General
Joao Batista Figueiredo, handed over power to the civilian vice-president,
José Sarney, while Brazil’s elected president, Tancredo Neves, lay on his
deathbed. President Sarney, who had been a close ally of the military during
their 21 years in power, decided to increase the military presence in the
‘empty’ northern Amazon to protect the frontiers, and in 1986 announced
the new project, calling it Calha Norte (Northern Watershed). Its declared
alms were torimprove infrastructure, attract more settlers and redefine policy
towards the region’s indigenous reserves. The real purpose of Calha Norte
was to reduce Indian lands and facilitate the access of large-scale mining
companies rather than gammpeiros to the mineral deposits contained in them.
But by providing airstrips and roads, it was the garmperros who most benefited
from it.

In the eyes of anthropologist Bruce Albert, the military decided, in spite
of the considerable ecological and social costs and the detrimental effect
upon the Indian populations, to accept and then control the ragged garimpeiro
frontier in the Yanomami area, because from their point of view it furthered
the fundamental objectives of Calha Norte: the economic and military
occupation of the northern Amazon frontier.

In 1988, 150,000 people from all over the world put their signatures to a
document addressed to the UN Secretary-General, Javier Pérez de Cuellar,
warning that the Yanomami were in danger of extinction. They asked him to
demand respect for indigenous people’s rights from the Brazilian government.
In September that year President Sarney unexpectedly declared that a
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continuous area of over eight million hectares was to be recognized as in the
permanent possession of the Yanomami. His decree was countersigned by
General Bayma Denys, chief military adviser and secretary of the National
Security Council. Suddenly it seemed as though the tide had turned at last in
favour of the Yanomami. But satisfaction at this decision was short-lived.
Only two months later, on 18 November 1988, as the international price of
gold rose and garimpeiros continued to invade the Yanomami area, Sarney
repealed his own decree, reducing the Yanomami area by 70 per cent. Instead
of a continuous area, the Yanomami were now to be confined to 19 ‘islands’,
an archipelago covering less than three million hectares. These 19 separate
Yanomami areas were surrounded by areas designated as ‘national forest’,
where mining would be allowed. Three garimpeiro reserves were also created
inside the Yanomami lands.

The author of this disastrous new division of the Yanomami area was the
man who had just become governor of Roraima, Romero Juca. An economist
from the north-east previously chosen to head FUNAI for party political
reasons, Juca had tried to run Indian affairs via satellite images and had been
accused of involvement in a shady timber deal on an indigenous reserve.
This did not stop him being appointed governor of Roraima, where he became
an energetic champion of the cause of the garzmpeiros, in the bleakest period
of Yanomami history.

As the gold rush gathered momentum not only were garimpeiros free to
roam within the traditional Yanomami area, but the CCPY, the people who
could offer medical treatment for the diseases the gold miners brought with
them were ordered to leave by FUNALI the very agency which was supposed
to protect the indians. Between 1988 and 1990 the world of the Yanomami
was turned upside down. Missionaries, medical missions, anthropologists
were banned. Garimpeiros, who included among their number wanted crimi-
nals and murderers, who brought with them drugs and alcohol, and who
took no precautions to avoid spreading malaria and transmitting flu, vene-
real diseases, and TB to the Indians, were allowed. In one area, Paapit, where
the air force had built an airstrip as part of Calha Norte, ninety percent of
the Indians had malaria in 1989. Between 1987 and 1990 it is estimated that
1,500 Yanomami, 15 percent of the Yanomami population in Brazil, died
from disease and malnutrition as a direct result of the gold rush.

In October 1989 a federal judge in Brasilia accepted the public prosecutor’s
request for an injunction against the garimpeiros who had invaded indigenous
territory. The judge ordered the entire Yanomami area to be placed out of
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bounds to non-Indians and the immediate expulsion of the garzmpeiros. Both
FUNALI and the federal police refused at first to comply, saying they did not
have the resources. The garimpeiros in their turn appealed to the court, claiming
that their human rights had been violated.

Meanwhile the international press had begun to publish pictures of dying
Yanomami being carried to hospital. Survival International organized protests
outside embassies in Europe and the USA. The American Anthropological
Association accused the Brazilian government of complicity in genocide.
Senator Severo Gomes organized a senate hearing at which the FUNAI
president not only confirmed the terrible reports that were emerging from
Roraima, but pleaded for help. The outcry forced the government into action,
and the CCPY and other organizations wete allowed to return.

[n December 1989 the government announced a 90-day operation to
evacuate the estimated 45,000 garimpeiros who were in the Yanomami area. In
January 1990 they set up an emergency medical programme for the Yanomami
with the collaboration of non-governmental organizations, including the
CCPY. On 9 January, at a surprise meeting in Boa Vista between federal
police chief Romeu Tuma and garimpeiro leaders, it was announced that the
Minister of Justice had approved a proposal by the Roraima government to
set up three garimpeiro areas at Uraricoera, Uraricoera de Santa Rosa and
Catrimani, within the Yanomami area. This was in flagrant violation of the
court decision, and of the congressional decision to vote funds for the removal
of the garimpeiros and for the health operation. Once again, the public outcry
forced the proposal to be dropped.

In March 1990 Sarney was succeeded by President Fernando Collor, a
youthful, right-wing populist, who set out to change Brazil’s image from that
of environmental villain to one of green government. He appointed José
Lutzenberger, a well-known, controversial ecologist, as his Environment
Minister, and started work to get the Earth Summit held in Brazil. The
Yanomami situation offered him a unique chance to gain the front pages.
Even before he took office, in January 1990 he commanded a well-publicized
police operation, codenamed Selva Livre (Free Jungle), to remove the garimpeiros
and blow up their jungle airstrips.

Destroying the airstrips destroyed the power of the mine owners but did
not stop the small-time garimpeiros from continuing to prospect. One hundred
and ten illegal airstrips were dynamited, but it was not so easy to deal with
the rivers, contaminated with the mercury the garimpeiros use to separate the
alluvial gold from silt and sand. Many villages were abandoned as so many
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of their inhabitants had died. In April 1991 Collor abolished the ‘islands’
and introduced a special Yanomami Health District (DSY), dividing their
total area into smaller areas under the responsibility of the FNS, FUNALI,
and NGOs and religious missions. CCPY, whose share was 35 communities
with 1000 people (approximately 10 per cent of the total Yanomami
population in Brazil), set up three health posts.

On 15 November 1991, with much pomp and ceremony, President Collor
announced his decision to recognize the Yanomami right to a continuous
reserve of 9.4 million hectares, approximately 36,000 square miles. Amazon
politicians protested vehemently. The previous 12 years had seen 717 mining
claims registered by mining companies anxious to exploit not only gold and
cassiterite, but silver, tungsten and other minerals believed to lie under
Yanomami soil.

Several generals called the decision ‘madness’. In Congress, 21 military
assoclations and ex-army commanders from the Amazon demanded the repeal
of the reserve and claimed Collor had acted under international pressure. At
the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio, the demarcation of the Yanomami reserve
counted in Brazil’s favour, and gave it credibility for hosting the event. But
by the end of the year Collor had been forced to resign to avoid impeachment
for corruption. His vice-president Itamar Franco became president, heading
a two-year interim government. Sporadic operations to remove garmpeiros
continued. A geologist reported that they had left behind them in the
Yanomami reserve over 600 tons of waste, in the form of broken machinery,
pumps, generators, spare parts and even planes, which provided breeding
grounds for malarial mosquitoes. To avoid detection, garzmpeiros took refuge
over the frontier in Venezuela. Their presence on the frontier became a
constant source of friction, In February 1993 the Venezuelan police arrested
46 of them, and this led to the setting up of a bi-national commission to
investigate the frontier problem. A new agreement between FUNAI and the
Brazilian Air Force to remove the garimpeiros was signed, and Operation Selva
Livre recommenced. Within a week more than 2,000 were said to have left
voluntarily while another 40 were forcibly removed by police. In July federal
police reported that about 4,000 garimpeiros had been removed and 500
grammes of gold had been confiscated. In Congress efforts to reduce the size
of the Yanomami reserve continued. The next month news of the Haximu
massacre emerged.

A congressional report set out new policies in an attempt to exert more -

control over informal-sector goldmining in the Amazon region. In 1994
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SIVAM, a billion-dollar project to provide a satellite communications system
to cover the Amazon region, was announced. The complex information and
telecommunications programme was designed to provide radar control and
monitoring of all flights, including the hundreds of clandestine drug dealers’
and gold miners’ planes. The system will allegedly be able to monitor forest
fires and river pollution and detect invasions of Indian reserves and illegal
goldmining and airstrips.

In December 1995, eight years after first requesting permission from the
Brazilian government to visit the Yanomami and investigate accusations of
human rights violations, the Human Rights commission of the OAS was
allowed to make the visit. They later reported finding that state actions in
Roraima had contributed to a deterioration in indigenous peoples’ human
rights. They also found that the protection offered to the Yanomami by the
state against invading garimpeiros and the environmental pollution they caused
was ‘irregular and weak, maintaining a permanent situation of danger and a
continuing deterioration of their habitat’.

In January 1995 Itamar Franco was succeeded by President Fernando
Henrique Cardoso, who introduced controversial Decree No. 1775, which
allowedeinterested parties to contest the demarcation of many indigenous
areas. Although the Yanomami reserve was officially safe, the decree was
interpreted as a green light for the invasion of indigenous lands in general.
In January 1996, 280 Yanomami leaders from 27 villages held a four-day
assembly to discuss their situation, and produced a letter addressed to “The
White Chiefs’, namely President Cardoso, Justice Minister Nelson Jobim,
Attorney-General Geraldo Brandao and the head of FUNAI Marcos Santilli.
It said:

We don’t want garimpeiros on our land because they are very bad, they
pollute our rivers and creeks, they make holes in the ground looking
for gold the fish die, the game die. All the Yanomami are dying because
the garzmpeiros bring diseases that kill us: malaria and influenza. For
this reason we don’t want garimpeiros or other whites: ranchers,
politicians, loggers, soldiers, fishermen. We don’t want a small territory.
We want a large area, the way it was demarcated. Don’t reduce the size
of our land. We want to keep this large, unbroken area.

In spite of the Yanomami appeal, in March 1996 funds ran out for FUNAT’s
operation to maintain permanent surveillance of the Yanomami area, and it
was suspended. Within 24 hours, planes were sighted flying in prospectors
and machinery, and soon garimpeiros were reported to be distributing guns to
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Yanomami. Several cases of death and injury from gunshot wounds were
reported. In London later the same month Justice Minister Nelson Jobim
promised an immediate operation to remove the garimpeiros who had re-
invaded the Yanomami area. Nothing happened. The same year the Brazilian
Catholic church’s missionary organization, CIMI, published a report saying
that in 1994/95, one third (106,000) of the indigenous population was
suffering from malnutrition, a dramatic rise on the previous figures. They
reported the murder of 75 Indians, and the attempted murder of 276 in the
same period. Forty-six reserves, mostly in the Amazon region, had suffered
new invasions, which CIMI blamed on Government Decree 1775.

In November 1997, 18 months after it had been suspended, and following
repeated lobbying by the CCPY, Survival International and many other
Brazilian and overseas organizations, the removal operation began again, and
lasted for three months. This time it was a joint operation involving the
Justice Ministry, the Federal Police, the Public Prosecutor’s Office and the
armed forces. Nearly 2,000 garimpeiros were removed. At the same time,
President Cardoso announced a new defence policy, saying that the Amazon
region had replaced Argentina and the southern frontiers as Brazil’s priority
concern. He proposed increasing the military presence on Amazon frontiers
and turning them into ‘living’ frontiers, meaning colonization. For Cardoso,
the new threat to Brazil’s Amazon region comes from drug cartels and guerrilla
bands in neighbouring countries. In 1997 President Cardoso authorized
funding for the paving of the BR 174 road between Manaus and Boa Vista
(the road between Boa Vista and the Venezuelan border was already paved).
Thus there is now a 1600-km road connecting Manaus in the heart of the
Amazon to Caracas on the Caribbean, bringing the Northern Hemisphere
much nearer for Brazilian exports, but also facilitating the arrival in Roraima
of those in search of land, gold and fortune.

Brazil and Venezuela also agreed in 1997 to build a 685-km overhead
power line to bring electricity from the Guri dam on the Caroni River in
Venezuela to Roraima’s capital, Boa Vista. Although this took the pressure
off building a dam inside Makuxi land in Roraima, the line passes through
other indigenous areas in Brazil and Venezuela, and through a national park
and UN World Heritage site, Canaima, in Venezuela. The two governments
have plans for many other giant development projects in the region, including
more highways, oil and gas pipelines and industrial waterways. With Guyana,
the Brazilian government has plans to improve the road between Georgetown
and Boa Vista. In August 1997 these projects and many others planned for
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the region by the three governments, were discussed at the first ever seminar
of indigenous leaders from the three countries.

In a statement the 80 leaders said they represented 35,000 Indians who
lived in the savannah and forests of the three-country frontier region, which
contained the headwaters of the three great South American river basins —
the Amazon, the Orinoco and the Essequibo. They criticized the way in
which the rights, views and participation of the indigenous populations, on
whose way of life the proposed infrastructure projects would have a huge
impact, had been completely ignored. They demanded that ‘our territories
should no longer be considered “empty spaces”, to be occupied and exploited’,
but should all be demarcated, and kept free of intruders and other forms of
occupation and pressure. No more military bases should be built in indigenous
territories. Indians living in frontier areas should be allowed to come and go
freely. They should decide about the use of renewable and non-renewable
resources in their own lands. They wanted governments to support indigenous
people’s own projects for education, health, radio communications networks,
transport and economic activities. International funding for the infrastructure
projects should be released only when these demands had been met, said the
gathered leaders.

In December 1997 President Cardoso launched a national programme
on human rights, saying ‘my government is committed to the promotion of
human rights’. Among the ‘short-term actions’ listed for the indigenous
population it proposed to ‘ensure that representatives of the indigenous
population and organizations take an active part in decisions and policy-
making regarding the protection and promotion of indigenous rights.” Shortly
after, the government opened a site on the Internet welcoming investment in
Roraima and extolling its attractions: millions of acres of fertile land, roads
and infrastructure. There was no mention of the fact that 24 per cent of the
state’s population belongs to indigenous communities, occupying 43 per cent
of the state’s area, or any suggestion that consultation with them might be
necessary. |
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THE BRAZILIAN GOVERNMENT'S HUMAN RIGHTS PROGRAMME
FOR INDIGENOUS PEOPLE

Short-term actions

« Devise and implement policies to protect and promote the rights of the
Indigenous Population, and abandon paternalistic attitudes and assimilation
policies.

» Support the reform of the Indian Statute (Act no. 6001/73), so as to
incorporate the changes proposed in the bill on the Statute of the Indigenous
Population, already approved by the Chamber of Deputies.

« Ensure that representatives of the Indigenous population and
organizations take active part in decisions and policy-making regarding
the protection and promotion of indigenous rights.

« Guarantee the rights of the indigenous population to the lands they
traditionally occupy.

« Demarcate and legally recognize all the lands traditionally occupied by
the indigenous population.

« Contribute to efforts to increase mutual trust between governmental
and non-governmental organizations, through seminars, workshops and
projects that combat misinformation and fear, which may lead to conflicts
and violence against the indigenous population.

« Provide the National Indian Foundation — FUNAI — with the necessary
material resources for the performance of its task of protecting the rights of
the indigenous population, especially regarding land demarcation.

« Ensure health care to the indigenous population, taking into account
their specific needs and characteristics.

« Ensure schooling and education to the indigenous population,
respecting their specific social and cultural background.

« Promote public awareness and knowledge, through the media and the
school system, about the indigenous population and their rights, since
misinformation is one of the root causes of discrimination and violence
against them.

Medium-term actions

« Create a system of permanent survey over Indian lands, in order to
protect them against intruders, using mobile inspection units and trained
personnel recruited among members of the Indian community.

» Collect information on conflicts involving Indian lands, and include it in
the map of land conflicts and rural violence in Brazil.

Long-term actions

« Restructure FUNAI in order to enable it to perform the task of protecting
the rights of the indigenous population more effectively.

« Support the development of economically, environmentally and culturally
sustainable projects by indigenous communities.
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THE HEALTH OF THE YANOMAMI

Malaria: 1997 (12 months) 4,289 cases
1998 (first 6 months) 4,152 = increase of 93.6 per cent.

Infant Mortality: 1991-97 annual rate = 134.2
1998 first half = 197.4 = increase of 47.1 per cent.

TB: 1991-97 annual Yanomami rate: 584 (12 times higher than non-
Yanomami rate; annual Brazilian rate: 50).

Death: 1991-97 Annual mortality rate: 1,440
1991-97 annual mortality rate for Brazilian population: 600

Cause of death: 1991-June 1998: 1,211 Yanomami died.
Three main causes: Cause unknown: 35.1 per cent
Malaria: 23.4 per cent

Acute respiratory infections: 13.2 per cent

Health care is divided between the government agency, FNS, responsible
for 13 areas, and six non-governmental organizations, responsible for 11
areas, coordinated by the FNS under the name Yanomami Health District
(DSY). On the whole the health indicators are much better in those areas
attended by NGOs.

Source: WHO, 1998

In March 1998 the world was once more alarmed by news that the
Yanomami were in danger, this time from fire. A prolonged drought, worsened
by the effects of El Nifio weather phenomenon, had left the trees tinder dry,
so that when Roraima farmers began to clear their land with the traditional
slash and burn techniques, the fires spread out of control. The worst-hit
areas were in the savannah, home to 20,000 Makuxi and Wapixana Indians,
but it was the potential threat to the rainforest home of the Yanomami that
brought the international press rushing once more to Roraima. Once the
fires had become headline news in the world’s press, the federal government,
which had ignored pleas for help from the Roraima authorities for two months,
finally acted. Hundreds of firefighters were called up from all over Brazil,
and a special task force came from Argentina to help the underequipped
local firemen to fight the fires, which spread over hundreds of miles. But it
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was the providential arrival of rain that finally put out the fires, just as they
began to lick the edges of the Yanomami reserve. Only a small part of the
Yanomami area was burnt, but the drought blighted crops and brought hunger.
The smoke from the fires also prevented medical teams flying into the area
and the number of malaria cases increased.

At the end of 1998 the Yanomami’s health situation had declined
dramatically, due to the drastic cuts imposed on FUNAT and the FNS as part
of the government’s austerity measures, aided and abetted by corruption and
incompetence at the local level. Attempts continued in Congress to open up
indigenous areas to mining and to reduce the size of the Yanomami area.

Unwittingly and often reluctantly, the Yanomami have played an
important role in both Brazilian politics and in the wider world’s perception
of the indigenous peoples of the Americas. No other indigenous people in
Brazil has provoked so much legislation. And no other people has cost the
Brazilian government’s reputation so dear over the decades: Brazil has been
denounced to the United Nations and the Organization of American States
for genocide and cast in the role of villain in international forums because
of its treatment of the Yanomami. The gold rush and its sponsors, the military
and civilian governments, brought huge social and environmental costs to
both the indigenous and white populations of Roraima, but economically
very few benefited. Most of the gold left Brazil without being taxed, while
the cost of repairing the environmental damage and of providing health-
care has been left to the state and the NGO:s.

Few indigenous groups have captured the imagination of the world quite
so powerfully as the Yanomami. There is perhaps a feeling that because of
their direct link with the world of the rainforest, because they are themselves
a link with the past, they must not be destroyed.
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Radio message from FUNAI in a Yanomami area to FUNAI HQ in Brasilia,

advising that gold miners were threatening Indians with firearms.
9th August 1993
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Message from FUNAI office in Boa Vista to FUNAI HQ in Brasilia with
news of the murder of five or six Yanomami youths and an increase in gold
miners’ activities. 10th August 1993
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CCPY

CEDI

CIMI

CIR

CODESAIMA

DNPM

DSY

FUNAI

FNS

IBAMA

INCRA

MEVA

MMA

OAS

SPI

USAGAL

ACRONYMS

Commissdao pro-Yanomanmi
Pro-Yanomami Commission

Centro Ecuménico de Documentagio e Informacao
Ecumencial Centre for Documentation and Information

Conselho Indigenista Missionario
Indian Missionary Council

Conselho Indigena de Roraima
Indigenous Council of Roraima

Companbia de Desenvolvimento de Roraima
Roraima Development Council

Departamento Nacional de Producdo Mineral
National Department for Mineral Production

Distrito de Saride Yanomani
Yanomami Health District

Fundagao Nacional do Indio
National Indian Foundation

Fundagiao Nacional da S aside
National Health Foundation

Instituto Brasileiro de Meio Ambiente ¢ Recursos Renoviveis
Brazilian Institute for the Environment and Natural Resources

Instituto Nacional de Colonizagao e Reforma Agraria
National Institute for Colonization and L.and Reform

Missao Evangélica da Amaziénia
Amazon Evangelical Mission

Ministerio do Meio Ambiente e Amazinia 1 egal
Ministry of the Environment and the Amazon Region

Organizagao dos Estados Americanos
Organization of American States (OAS)

Servico de Protecao aos Indios
Indian Protection Service

Uniao de Sindicatos dos Garimpeiros de Amazinia Legal
Union of Amazonian Goldminers
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GLOSSARY

Brazilian Indigenous Terms

beijni flat pancake made from manioc flour
citia small animal

genipapo plant dye

igarapé stream

ingd fruit

maloca communal house or village

tapiri temporary shelter

-theri inhabitant/s

timbo vine used for fish poison

tuxana chief

Portuguese Terms

balsa raft, dredge used for mining alluvial

barragao shed, trading post

cabaga gourd

caboclo mixed blood or pure Indian living like a white man,

making a living from agriculture or fishing

garimpeiro prospector or miner

garimpo mining camp, claim

pista runway, airstrip

posseiro small farmer without formal title to his land: he can acquire

land rights after five years living and working on it
roga plot of land for growing food, vegetable garden

terco/ facao long knife
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Survival International

Survival International is the only organization of its kind. Started in Britain
in 1969 in response to massacres of indigenous peoples in Amazonia, Survival
now has supporters in over 80 countries and works for tribal peoples’ rights
through campaigns, education and funding, We work closely with local
indigenous organizations and focus on tribal peoples who have the most to
lose, often those most recently in contact with the outside world.

We set out to demolish the myth that tribal peoples are relics, destined to
perish through ‘progress’. We promote respect for their cultures and explain
the contemporary relevance of their way of life. We also produce material
for children, the conscience of the future. We enable tribes to talk directly to
companies invading their land. We point out the threats, giving them the
information they need to make their voices heard.

Survival is the only organization of its kind which refuses money from
governments — ensuring our freedom of action and making us stretch our
resources to the limit.

Since 1969, the world’s attitude to tribal peoples has changed. Then, it
was assumed that they would die out or be assimilated, now, at least in some
places, their experience and values are considered important. Survival has
pushed tribal issues into the mainstream. This, perhaps, is our greatest
achievement, but there are many barriers of racism, tyranny and greed still
to overcome,

Tribal peoples need your help. Please write or phone for more information
and membership details.

Survival International

11-15 Emerald Street
London WCIN 3QL

Tel: 0171 242 1441

Fax: 0171 242 1441

email: survival@gn.apc.org
Website: www.survival.org.uk
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CCPY

The Pro Yanomami Commission (CCPY) is a Brazilian non-governmental
organization which has worked with the Yanomami in the defence of their
land and culture since 1979. It runs health and educational projects with a
number of Yanomami communities. It provides continuous health care to
approximately 1,000 Yanomami living in 20 communities, and is developing
an integrated education programme in order to assist the Yanomami in their
evolving contact with the technological world, as well as enabling them to
develop economic alternatives whilst simultaneously preserving their culture
and natural resources. They are currently setting up an agro-forestry project.
For futher information please contact:

CCPY - Comissao Pré Yanomami
Rua Manoel da Nobrega 111 - ¢j. 32
04.001-900

Sao Paulo

SP

Brazil

Tel: +5511 289 1200
Fax: +55 11 284 6997
email: ccpysp@uol.com.br

Survival’s and CCPY’s Yanomami Campaign

In November 1991, President Collor signed a decree creating an Indian ‘Park’
covering all Yanomami lands in Brazil. This was the result of many years of
vigorous campaigning by the Pro Yanomami Commission (CCPY) in Brazil
and Survival worldwide — a campaign which was supported in the end by
tens of thousands of people and many organizations.

The campaign started twenty years before with Survival president Robin
Hanbury-Tenison’s mission to investigate atrocities against Brazilian Indians.
He supported the proposal for a Yanomami Park already drawn up by
anthropologists Kenneth 1. Taylor and Alcida Ramos.

Over the next few years several support groups were formed in Brazil,
and in 1978 Claudia Andujar founded the CCPY. The Yanomami were
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threatened by a new road and by moves to split their land into separate
‘pockets’. Thirteen communities were decimated — some were virtually wiped
out. Once again a Park project, co-authored by anthropologist Bruce Albert,
was proposed. The government started making promises about Yanomami
land — promises which were to be consistently and repeatedly broken for the
next 13 years.

The campaign continued unabated through the 1980s, to be stepped up
in 1989 when the 10,000 Yanomami were invaded by 40,000 illegal gold
prospectors. This new and overwhelming onslaught marked a turning point.
The number of Indian deaths rocketed — no less than 1,500 Yanomami were
killed by disease and violent confrontation with the miners.

Although the Yanomami have their land recognised, this does not
guarantee their survival. It only gives the Yanomami the right to use the area.
Mineral rights remain with the state and there are at least 20 mining companies
who want to get in. As well as this, the army can enter and use the frontier
zone as it wishes. Unlike other Amazonian countries, in Brazil no Indians
actually own their land; they have the right only to use it — an important
difference (and one which violates international law). And although nothing
less than another Presidential decree can cancel the Park in the future, Indian
lands have been revoked in this way before.

In the last few years, gold miners have reinvaded the area, and malaria
and other diseases are still prevalent in some regions. It is still essential that
the CCPY and other health teams continue to work in the area.

The struggle for Yanomami survival is far from over. But there is no
doubt that without the Park the Indians would have been doomed to eventual,
probably quite rapid, annihilation and that now their chances of living into
the 21st century are higher that they have been for a generation.

The thirty year Survival and CCPY action proves that a sharply focussed
public campaign, properly coordinated, unrelenting, and with a consistent
long-term view and thoughtful strategy, can bring major changes for the
better in the way tribal peoples are treated. In many situations, nothing else
will work.
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LAB Books -

The Brazil Reader (eds Robert Levine and John | Crocitti) 1999 £16.99
A new anthology which brings a fresh perspective to the traditional disciplines
of history, politics, and economics and new approaches to understanding
social life - gender, the history of the family, and collective memory.

Benedita da Silva (as told to Medea Benjamin & Maisa Mendonga) 1998 £12.99
The inspiring story of a truly remarkable woman, who fought poverty, racism
and exclusion to become Brazil’s first black woman senator.

Brazil in Focus (Jan Rocha) 1997 (5.99

A pocket-sized introduction to the country, with sections on history, the
economy, society and culture, plus ‘where to go, what to see’ advice for
Visitors.

Faces of Latin America (Duncan Green) updated edition 1997 £10.99
‘A journalistic tour de force with academic worth ... recommended as essential
background reading for many an undergraduate course in the Latin American
studies area.’” Bulletin of Hispanic Studies.

Return of the Indian (Phillip Wearne) 1996 £14.99
‘A great book, educational and informative. It’s a must read for those who

are interested in indigenous peoples’ issues.” Matthew Coon Come, Grand
Chief, Grand Council of the Crees of Quebec.

Green Guerrillas (ed. Helen Collinson) 1996  £10.99

Profiles the people on the frontline of an environmental war, from indigenous
groups and forest settlers, to fishing communities, peasant farmers, flower
workers, shanty-town activists and many more.

Women in Brazil (Caipora Womens’ Group) 1993  [5.99
A mosaic of articles, poems and interviews giving an evocative picture of
life for women in Brazil’s shanty towns and peasant villages.

You can order these books directly from:

Latin America Bureau, FREEPOST KE7728, London EC1B 1TW. No stamp
required if posted in the UK.

Please add 10% for post and packing.
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