








































SOCIAL ORGANIZATION OF THE BOTOCUDO 113 

(d) Among the monkeys there are some that ate and lead a double 
life, now as beasts, now as men; i. e. they are really human, but generally appear 

to other human beings only in animal shape. 

men went hunting. They heard the howling monkeys howl and fol& 
lowed the sound. They saw a very large howler running to and fro on his 
branch. Both of them shot many arrows at him, but not a single one touched 
him. Suddenly he assumed human shape. He had a bow and a sheaf of arrows 

in his and when t-he hunters again shot at hirn he returned their' arrowshots, 
one of them W'ounding one of the hunters .in the Then the other: said, 
'<Now he has alread.y wounded my, comrad.e! I must kill him at al! costs!'' He 
ainuxJ well and this time hit the howle.r, which tumbled He killed him 
completely and let him He, for he fe]t obllged to carry his li\i'ounded comcade 
home as quickly as and treat him. When the wounded man was 
jmprovin g, he decided to go into the woods and see whether the how s corpse 
was $ttll 1 ying there. Bue he found .no trace of him. But on the spot there were 
several pottery sherds which had held food. 

The ordinary howling monkeys eat fruits, but those which are eat 
what human beings do,. 

(e) An Indian named Yattin went into the woods to hunt. He encountered 

a. band of monkeys. Selecting the largest, he shot an arrow at it, but the monkey 
caught the missile in its hands, turned it round) and hurled it hack at Y at1in; 
seriously wounding .him. He dropped his w·eapons and dragged hinuell home
ward,, where he di,ed shortly after. 

(£) Thinking rhat the Botocudo might stand in the same supersti
tious awe of the jaguar as the Kamaka and Masakarl; I repeatedly asked my 
informant to teU me stories ahout this animal. How·ever, I ooon dis
covered that in Botocudo belief the jaguar did not by .an}' means loom as a 
supernatural be.ing7 Their tales do not rev·eal d1at excessive terror of the be.a.st 
indicated in the relevant !;amalca stories. Except for one solitary instance they 
are. pure hunting tales,.] 

Katnap had been gathering antc»m and wanted to them.. H 'e 
therefore asked a relative tor some bananas to eat wirh the ant6m., but the 
kinsman refused. So K.acnap took bow and arrow and went to fetch bananas 
hin1sel f. He :filled his carrying-net with them, put it on his back, and went home·· 
ward. On the way he found a thin branch with three twigs evenly projecting 
from the same point. He cut it off in order to tnake a tip for his bit"d·arrow 
(monheya·k) out of it. Then a jaguar, which had been lying in an1bush, jumped 
at him. Katnap threw off his caE"tying-net, jumped aside, and discharged an 
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arrow:!! but the jaguar did not mind it even though it had struck him. Again 
and. .again he Jeapt at the man, who always managed to elude him and kept on 

shooting his arrows tiU the jaguar was studded with them. ·when he had got 
rid of an his arrows, the jaguar jumped at the back of his neck and killed him. 
He :ate half of him, let the retnainder lie tb.etet and ran otf. 

When Katnap had. not returned by the next morning, his rela.ti.ves sent a. 
man named Noii to look for him~ He found the site of the 6ght, the carrying~ 
netj and che remams of Katnap'1s corpse. \Vhen he returned and narrated what 
had happened; aH of them gathered and went out with dogs to kill the jaguar. 
The dogs found his tracks and Jrove him to hay~ They attacked him until 
he was quite e:xhau~ted Then the strongest of the rnen ju.n1ped at the bea..;t 
and. wound his arms r:ound him. All tbe Indians helped,. overpowering the 
jaguar, and tied him up alive. Then they built a big fire and burnt bin1 alive·. 

A relation of Katnap's beat up the man ·who had refused to give bananas 
to him and took away his wife. 

(g) Beren went into the woods ro hunr. He had. painted bis arrows with 
urucU in order to make them more effective. H ,e g·ot tO a spot ~·here a tapir 
had been feedi11g the· nighc before. While he wa.~ looking at the tracks, a 
jaguar appeart!d and j.umped a.t hhn. Scv>?ral times Beren evaded tbe attacks; 
twice .he shot at the jaguar and wounded him. Then he climbed a tre·e. The 
wounded animal restlessly ran about under the tree; then finally 1A'ellt awa?. 
After a while Beren climbed down and followed his trai':ks. Soon he saw the 
jaguar lying on the ground. Then he again climbed a tree and waited fot th.e 
flies to swarm round the animal to make sur·e it was dead. He descended and 
called his people thither. They skinned the jaguar and ate the H.esh. 

(h) A man went into the woods to gather caraguata -fruits. He got to an 
open spat-e, wl:iere there was only a spiny jaracatia. tree. There a jaguar ap· 
peared and jumpe.d at him. The man leapt aside, but the animal kept on 
jumping. The Indian yelled as foud as possible~ He looked round for a tree 
on which he might ~ave himself, but the only one in sight was that jaracat.m. 
So he climbed it regardless of iu spines. The j'aguar lay down under the tree 
and waited~ The matt th rcw branches at him, but he retnained there. At last 
another hunter answered the call of ·the endangered Indian. Then the jaguar 
got up and £oUQwed the other voicet bu~ the man climbed down and went home+ 

(.i) Pogne went into the woods to lie in ambush. by a pitangueita tree, 
waiting for game animals that wou?d come to feed on the fruits which had 
dropped from l.t. While there~ he was attacked by a jaguar~ He e·vaded its 
leaps several times and 6.nally found refuge o-n. a· tree. But this was dry and 
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broke down at the root under Pogne" s weight. Pogne screamed aloud as he 
toppled down to the ground with the tree. Then the jaguar grew suspicious 
and B.ed. Pogne went home. 

( j) An Indian was hunting alone in the woods. He noticed a Cr·owd of 
unknown Indians under a gameHeira tree. They were the n1m-eating T ombre·k. 
Their chief was absent. \Vhen the hunter approached, they seized and kiUed 
him, cut open his corpse, and the women took out his entrails, which they 1carried 
to the stream to wa.sh,. ,vhile the men dissected the body. 

Then the chief reuuned.. He examined the skin color of the slain man, 
which was dark, and said, .. ~Why did you kill him? He is. a. n1ulatto.!" [He did 
not \\'·ant his people to kill mulattoes, but on1y whites.] 

Then the T ombrek said, r..r..y ou are s.o powerful; restore him to life then!;, 
So the chief had them bring back the en trails and had them deposited by 

the slices of Resh. He sang,. and the man got up and remained standing uprig~t. 
The chief bade him go; he rook his bow and went home. 

( k) A man was roaming abou c the f crest with his boy. They met the 
Poyekr~gn; who abducted tbe boy~ .His father carne home alone. His kin 

• d "Y h. b .. t.. b b k ~) sar , -0u oug t to try to . rtng tne oy ' · ac -. 
So the man returned to the forest. He gathered p1enty of prett~~ little 

flowers and decorated hin1self with them. Then he lay down beside the path of 

the Poyek~gn. They catne, the boy· in their· midst. They had painted all his 
body black with genipapo. He saw the Rowers and asked for permission to 
fetch thern. When he got thete, his father seized him by the attn and took 
him home. He w,ashed him until the black pigment disappeared .. 
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