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SOME RELATIONAL POST-POSITIONALS ·oF GUARANI 

2. 3. Undirected Motion. 
/ rupi / occurs with thê simple morphemes of 

the extended core, and replaces the /py / of the 
clusters . 

Examples are: 

, 
/nhade yvy-? ary-rupi gwa/ 

we earth-above-along nominalizer 
1We (are) those who (live) along the top of the 
earth. 1 

, 
/gwyra? i oveve cero-? ary-rupi/ 

bird he flew my house-above-along/}ll: 
1 The bird flew above my house. 1 

/ha? e oaca cerece1 - rupi/ 
he he pass my front-along 

1 He passed by my front (in front of me). 1 

/tapici onha cero-recei-rupi/ 
.rabbit he ran my house-front-along 

1 The rabbit ran by the front of my house.' 

/ ... civi ovae ijyvJ-ry-rupi / 
tiger he arrive his s ide-a long 

' ... tiger arrived along by his side. 1 

, 
/ha? e ogwata kavaju yvyry-rupi/ 

he he walk horse beside-along 
1He walked along by the side of the horse.' 

/h_a? e, oaca cekupe-rupi/ 
he he pass me behind-along 

'He passed along behind me.' 
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/kavaju onha 
horse he ran 

nhadeku pe -ru pi/ 
our back-along 

'The horse ran behind us. ' 

/ha? e orna? ê oo-gwy-rupi/ 
he he look house-under-along 

'He looked along under the house. ' 

/yvy-gwy-rupi ikwai va? ekwe ekwe 
earth-under-along exist that which 
anhoba nhoba/ 
I pull all 
'l pulled out all of those which existed along under 
the ground. ' ( Said regarding roots. ) 

3. Position and Motion with Reference to the 
Speaker Related Area. 

3. 1 . Position. 
/kyvõ/ 1this side of1 and /rovai/ 1beyond' (or 

'that side of') indica te positions rela tive to both the 
core and the speaker. 

Examples with /kyvõ/ are: 

/posto -kyvõ Buriti oí/ 
post -this side " is 

'Buriti is (located) this side of the post.' 

/Capitão okaiagwe-kyvõ aroca-na/ 
" burn nom. ·-this side I roçar·-fut. 

1 I will "roçar" this side of where the captain 
burned (i. e. his roça). 
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• 

Examples with /rova1 / are: 

• 

/cero-rova1 Jango ro oí/ 
11 my house-beyond house is 

1 

'Jango's house is beyond my house. 1 

• . . 
/capy? are1-na rova1 daepy vaipa1-na/ 

maybe beyond cost much not-fut. 
'Maybe beyond (it) won't cost very much. 1 

3. 2 . . Motion. 
There are relatively few examples of motion 

verb·s co-occurring with /kyvõ/ and /-r;ovai/ to in
dicate directed motion and with /rova1-rupi/ to in
dicate undirected motion. No example of limited 
motion has been f ound. 

Examples ' with /kyvõ/ are: 

/emobo kyvÕ-katy / 
throw this side-toward 

r Throw (it) this way (or toward me)! 1 

/ Aryka ro kyvõ-rupi aju jave 
" house this side-along I carne while 

? oky-ma/ 
rain-punctiliar 
'While I was coming this side of Aryka' s house 
it rained. 1 

Examples with /rovai/ are! 

• 

/Pedro ro rova1 -gwi ororoca/ 
li house beyond-from we roçar 

'From beyond Pedro' s house we cut.' 
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Example with /rovai-rupi/ is: 

• 

/Pedro ro rova1-rupi aju jave ? oky 
li house beyond-along I carne while ra1n 

oj ekwaa m·obyry / 
appeared far 
'While I was coming beyond Peter' s house the 
rain appeared in the distance.' 

4. Figura tive use of Relational Post-Positional 
Morphemes. 

Certain of the relationals are used in a more 
figura tive sense. For example, /rupi/, /katy /, 
/ gwi/ and /py / are used in the foll<?wing ways. 

Examples of /rupi/ are: 

/derery-rupi cee oroeno1f 
your name-Qy: I you call 
'By your name I call you. ' 

f 

-
/begwe? i-rupi cee anhebo? e 

slowly- I I learn 
'Slowly I will learn.' 

va? ena 
future 

/ ikwai porã a -rupi cee ceayvu / 
live well nom. - I I speak 

'l told them to live well/right.' 

Examples with /katy / are: 

/yvate-katy / 
high -towarct· 

'Up stream' 
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/yvy-katy / 
earth-toward 

1Down stream' 

Examples with /gwi/ are: 

/kova? e tuvicave peva? e-gwi/ 
this big more that-than 

1 This is bigger than that. 1 

/dake porãi barigwi-gwi/ 
not I sleep well mosquito-because 
'I didn't sleep well because of the mosquitoes.' 

/Guarani ayvu aikwaa dee-gwi/ 
11 word I know you -from , 

1 I know Guarani words from you. 1 

/tuja ' ete-gwi omano/ 
old very-because he died 

1 He died becaus e he was very old. 1· 

Example with ./py/ is: 

. 
/ava? i dokece1 ara-py / 

boy not sleep want day-in 
'The boy doesn' t want to sleep in the day. ' 

• 

FOOTNOTES 

1. The language of this study is spoken by the 
Guarani Indians, located on the .Pôs to Indfgena 

93 



ESTUDOS SÔBRE LiNGUAS E CULTURAS INDÍGENAS 

Interventor Manuel Ribas, Rio das Cobras, Muni-, 
cipality of Laranjeiras do Sul, Parana, Brasil. It , 
is part of the Tupi-Guarani language family. The 
group among which this study was made is com
prised of approximately 120 adult speakers. 

2. The data for this paper were collected by Waldo 
M. Aaron in a series of field trips to the Pôs to , 
Indígena Interventor Manuel Ribas, during the period 
September I 1962 to M arch, 196 5. Sarah e. 
Gudschinsky shared in the analysis of the data ahd in 
the writing of the paper. Both authors ar·e members 
of the Summer Institute of Linguistics working in 
Brazil in co-operation with the Mus·eu Nacional and , 
the Universidade de Brasília. 

3. It should be noted that the list of relatiÓnal post
positional clitics discussed in this paper is not ex
haustive; rather, it is a representative selection 
from among the total possibilities of the language. 

, 
4. The phonemes of Guarani are: 

Consonants 
voiceless stops p t k kw ? 

• 

pre-nasalized 
stops b d g gw 

nasals m n nh ng 
fricatives 

labial V 

glottal h 
affricates 

voiceless e 
voiced . 

J 
flap r 
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Vowels 
front 
central 
back 

Stress 

. 
1 

y 
u 

r-
1 -y -u 

e 
a 
o 

-e -a -o 

5. /my / is the nasal allomorph of /py / 'in'. 

J 
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