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. A won1an brought some beans to sell-to us which helped out with­
the eats. Next morning we had a little service with some children and 
old men, most of the people having gone away to the river to catch fish. 

W e went on f rom there and met .a man who had found a wild 
pig which a leopc,trd ' had killed that night near the road. He wanted 
to sell us some of the meat but his price was too high, and he had . 
made trouble for us, so we passed him up. · 

Going on farther we arrived at a village named !SAMBA. and 
had a little service with four or more people. Next we carne to a 
crowd of hunters and had a good service with them. Then \Ve carne· to 
an encampment near the big river. The Chief an.d. many people were 
gathered there bridge over the oig river. w e had two 

1little services with them. The chief and his son listened intently. , 
W e crossed the ri ver and went on. Shortly after noon we arrived 

at IPUKA. Nearly everybody there had gone to the big river, includ­
ing our teacher BOSESA-NKOI. 
. Nex day while Roy and I were cutting rafter poles to build a little 
school house, NDONGO, the wife o! BOSESA-NKOI met us coming 
from the river. She said BOSESA-NKOI had taken a second wife, 
and he, his relatives, and some. of the elders of the village had . 
beaten het ... 

W e sent a letter to call him. He carne, looking very thin and sad. 
After reasoning with him for a while he said he would put away 
this second wife. Then we all kneeled down and prayer the Lord to 
forgive and clear up this matter. We believe the Lord sent us for· it i.s. 
likely if we had not come, this teacher would have been ruined. W e 
gave him bible pictures and some school material. 

After we and our porters finished thatching the little school house 
on Monday, we started on and arrived at NI<ASHA in about two· 
hours. W e hag two services there, and stayed for the night in the 
rest house. · · 

N ext morning a won1an a chicken and sold it to us. W e 
had two more services. and went on. Arrived at NJALE-JUM and 
had a Iittle service. Then on to MA Y A Y A and had two services. The 
villages that we passed through. had been almost deserted as the people 

·· were out in the f orest or in their gardens. 
r' We arrived at LOPE in the. afternoon. A boy whotn we had taught 

a little at the statio.n gathered with a crowd of boys and girls anCI 
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and we had a ve.ry good service. A man sold us some wild pig 
·meat. 

The next morning we had another good meeting and went on 
to EKOMBI and preached to the people that were there. A.Iso at 
LULA we had a very good service with a crowd of men. Two men 
listened especially good and as \Ve told : the story of creation ; how 
God made everything good, but because man sinned, the curse had 
come upon the earth ; and that God had made another good place in 
heaven where there is no curse and Satan can not come; and that 
Jesus has died to save us so that we may go to that good place: their 
eyes were enlightened and they re-told it to the other people. - - -
Anâ so, although gnats tried to crawl into our móunts and noses, 
and did crawl into my ear, and crawled all over us, yet \Ve felt that -
the Spirit of God was among us, and we had a blessed service. 

Going on from there we arrived at BOSOKO, and had a very 
good service \Vith some more very intet:ested people. After telling the 
story of creation and reminding them that the world was evil, we 
asked them if they wanted to live on the earth forever. One boy said: 
"No, we want to go to heaven." 

· W e went on and arrived at LO MAS A, and had a little service 
therer Roy f elt sick and we had a hard evening of it, but God strength­
ened us so we slept good and next morning we were all right. W e 
held another little service and vvent on and arrived safely home at 
the mission praising the Lord for all his goodness to us : 

' 

SKIPPING ON DOWN TO DECEMBER OF 1937, 
•• 
Mr. Grings writes: 

Bena-Bendi Mission, near Port Francqui . . During the past six 
weeks we have been reminded very f orcibly that : "W e wrestle not 
against flesh blood, but against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of thís world, against spirituat 
wickedness in high places:" Eph. 6: 12. 

W e had passed through these five big unevangelized villages near . 
the !{asai ri ver. in J uly and held meetings with the interested and 
orderly crowds. W e carne back expecting much the sa1ne kind of meet­
ings, but when our powerful adversary Satan saw us coming back for 
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a prolonge<l stay and a .definite work, then he began to shovv opposition 
by stirring up a tumult in the meetings. 

There were alwa.y~ many children in the foremost part , of the 
-crowd. Some of them . changed from an attitude of respect and eager­
ness to learn, to boistrous and·irreverent singing of the songs ~ insolence 

. on being reproved ; talking loud and hitting one another. So the older · 
i>eople could not hear the message and went away f rom the meetings. 
J ust about the time we had them hushed some roudy boy would let 
·out a yell and run out, thereby scattering the crowd. 

A T NKOLE-MPEMPO we built a little shed and began to hold 
·meetings morning and evening. Within three days we were having 
the sarne trouble. One morning all the men and big boys of the 
village went hunting. \"fV e thought we could have a nice time teaching 
the smaller children. \ Vhat was our surprise however, on going to 

··~he meeting house to · be nlet. by a crowd of little boys. They were 
not more than eigth or ten years of age. 

They had . a leader ' :vho said they refused to attend the service 
-because the n1en would kill no antelopes that day if they did. When 
I remonstrated with them and tried to get them to come in and sit 

• down. they ran off calling all the tiny tots to come away. They in­
so)ently · yelled: "We don't want the gospel ! Your ser-vices are bad.'·' 

So ·we 'vere· boycotted by babies ! ln this case i! vvas a little child 
who lead them in the path of Satan. It was discouraging indeed, but 
we took it to the Lord in prayer and prayed that he would break down 
the wall of opposition. and lead us in his vvay. 

That day they killed six wild pigs and had a great feast · of meat. 
The next day they carne to the services but were still noisy. I sent 
Bobby and Roy for two days to hold services in the nearby Bashi-lele 
villages 'vhile little Mark (age 6 years) , and I carried on. · 

They seemed to listen to Mark vvhen he told the story of Jesus 
stilling the tempest, much better than to me. The girls and little boys 
would crowd around him and eagerly study letters. So . again it ~as 
a little child who lead them. AND praise the Lord, this time it was 
in the way of Jesus Christ. So the fight goes on ! One force pulling 
away from God, and the other pulling towards Him. Vv e believe Gocl 
will accomplish all Ris will and purpose here. 
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THE WITCH-DOCTOR AND HIS COUNTERFEI'r. 

One morning at daybreak I heard the witchdoctor walking through 
the village and harranging his doctriné. He closed by saying over· 
and over : "Oyova ! oyova ! N opkya baoyi banami, oyova bvoo !" = 
You will die ! You will die ! If you don't listen to my words you will 
die !" 

The day before I had seen him in the midst of a crovvd of \Vomen . ·' surgtng up and down the path and beating a woman who refused' 
to become his second or third. wife: · (I don't know ho\v many ·wives 
he had.) 

In happy contrast to this threat of death ! death ! ·was one of our· · 
songs -I heard some 1ittle boys singing in the village street a few 
hours later : "Loiko, loiko; oyoata loiko. Y aka ne Y esu Klisto; oyoata 
loiko." Life, life, life! You will receive life ! Come to Jesus Christr 
You w~ll get life. {Tune: ln the cross, in the cross, be my .glory ever.) 
Could you ask anything more encouraging ? ' 
. The _next night I rode my bicycle through the village shouting· . 
out my gospel as the \vitch doctor had shouted his threats, urging 
the people not to fear him because Jesus would give them life if 
they believed, and they would not die by refusing the words of the· 
witch doctor. They had enever had anybody to tell them different than· 
to feàr him so thís Was enlightenment to some of them at least. 

ln the morning I heard a small goat bleating loudly and looked 
out and saw a big man with his body smeared over with red paint. 
He was carrying the goat lifted high a:bove his head. Some men and 
children followed him out into the grass where they beat and strangled 
the goat and then burnt all the hair off it's boc1y. - - - They came 
back carrying the carcass · lifted high above his head, ·as at first. He 
laid it at the witch doctor's altar. It was a-sacrifice to the spirits to 
prepare the way. for a big dance in the village. 

Do you see the doctrine of the atonement there? The sacrifice had 
to be lifted up . and suffer the most painful death in arder to bring 
peace and happ1ness to them. They had a sacrifice but it was to the 
wrong spirit. Tonight .I hope to have my chance to say something 
about that and show them that Jesus 'Christ, the Lamb of God has 
been lifted up a perfect sacrifice for the sins of all of us and there 
is no need of any other. 
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Later: I have just been up in the village and learned that they 
<lid not strangle the goat, but held it in the fire ative until it burnt to 
death ! How horrible ! But then if it is to be a true sacrifice doesn't 
it have to suffer the most terrible death possible? 

How heavily the lesson falls upon my soul ! If Jesus Christ was 
to be a true substitute for my sins, did he not have to suffer the most 
terrible death possible? Mel Trqtter, the great preacher said: "If Jesus 
Christ did not go to hell in his death, then you '\vill have to go there, 
hecause your sin deserves hell. 

Let n1e put it in writing today: "Oh Lord Jesus! Thou who hast · 
suffered the utmost agony to pay the perialty of my sins, take all there 
is of me, and use. me as thou wilt. ". · · 

This may come as new light upQn old truth to the reader. If it 
has moved your heart with sorrow for sin and love for the Lord Jesus 
Christ, let n1e ask · you, What are you going to do about it? Are you 
going to let it pass as just another _gospel message you have heard? 
Don't do that. § Any one who is not saved, accept Jesus Christ as 
your substitute and Saviour now. Any one \:\lho has not made a fUll 
surrender of your life to Him, do so now. Do something definite to 
give the gospel to those around you and to the heathen in the utter­
most parts of the world. Amen. 

NOTE: Details of the author's call and service itt the Congo are recorded in his 
autobiography which may be obtained from: Mrs. Mel Rutter, P. O. Box 68, 
N atchez, Mississippi, 39120, U.S.A. 

Se terminó la impresión de este libro en los 
talleres de Tipográfica Indígena, Domingo 

Diez 503, Cuernavaca, Morelos, México, 
el día 15 de marzo de 1966. 

-
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