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- a prolonged stay and a definite work, then he began to show opposition

by stirring up a tumult in the meetings.

There were always many children in the foremost part of the b Tl

crowd. Some of them changed from an attitude of respect an‘d eager-
ness to learn, to boistrous and irreverent singing of the songs; insolence

‘on being reproved; talking loud and hitting one another. So the older = I

people could not hear the message and went away from the meetings.
Just about the time we had them hushed some roudy boy would let
out a vell and run out, thereby scattering the crowd.

AT NKOLE-MPEMPO we built a little shed and began to hold
meetings morning and evening. Within three days we were having

the same trouble. One morning all the men and big boys of the &

village went hunting. We thought we could have a nice time teflching
the smaller children. What was our surprise however, on goimng to
‘the meeting house to be met by a crowd of little boys. They were
not more than eigth or ten years of age.

They had a leader who said they refused to attend the service

" because the men would kill no antelopes that day if they did. When

I remonstrated with them and tried to get them to come in and sit

*down, they ran off calling all the tiny tots to come away. They 1n-

solently yelled: “We don’t want the gospel! Your services are bad.”

So we were boycotted by babies! In this case it was a httle child S

who lead them in the path of Satan. It was discouraging indeed, but

we took it to the Lord in prayer and prayed that he would break down

the wall of opposition and lead us in his way.

That day they killed six wild pigs and had a great feas:t'of meat.
The next day they came to the services but were still noisy. I sent

Bobby and Roy for two days to hold services in the nearby Bashi-lele

villages while little Mark (age 6 years), and I carried on.

They seemed to listen to Mark when he told 1t_he story.of Jesus
stilling the tempest, much better than to me. The girls and little boys
would crowd around him and eagerly study letters. So agam 1t was

a little child who lead them. AND praise the Lord, this time it was

in the way of Jesus Christ. So the fight goes on! One force pulling
away from God, and the other pulling towards Him. We believe God
will accomplish all His will and purpose here. -
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THE WITCH-DOCTOR AND HIS COUNTERFEIT.

One morning at daybreak I heard the witchdoctor Walkitlg through

the village and harranging his doctrine. He closed by saying over
and over: “Oyova! oyova! Nopkya baoyi banami, oyova bvoo!” =

You will die! You will die! If you don’t listen to my words you will
die!” |

The day before I had seen him in the midst of a crowd of women,
surging up and down the path and beating a woman who refused

to become his second or third wife: (I don’t know how many wives
he had.)

In happy contrast to this threat of death! death! was one of our

songs 1 heard some little boys singing in the village street a few
hours later : “Loiko, loiko; oyoata loiko. Yaka ne Yesu Klisto; oyoata
loiko.” =Life, life, life! You will receive life! Come to Jesus Christ!
You will get life. (Tune: In the cross, in the cross, be my glory ever.)
Could you ask anything more encouraging? |

The next night I rode my bicycle through the village shouting
out my gospel as the witch doctor had shouted his threats, urging

the people not to fear him because Jesus would give them life if
they believed, and they would not die by refusing the words of the

~witch doctor. They had enever had anybody to tell them different than

to fear him so this was enlightenment to some of them at least.

In the morning I heard a small goat bleating loudly and looked
out and saw a big man with his body smeared over with red paint.
He was carrying the goat lifted high above his head. Some men and
children followed him out into the grass where they beat and strangled

the goat and then burnt all the hair off it’s body. — — — They came

back carrying the carcass lifted high above his head, as at first. He

laid it at the witch doctor’s altar. It was a sacrifice to the spirits to

prepare the way for a big dance in the village.
Do you see the doctrine of the atonement there? The sacrifice had

to be lifted up and suffer the most painful death in order to bring :

peace and happiness to them, They had a sacrifice but it was to the
wrong spirit. Tonight I hope to have my chance to say something
about that and show them that Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God has
been lifted up a perfect sacrifice for the sins of all of us and there
1s no need of any other. '
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Later: I have just been up in the village and learned that they
did not strangle the goat, but held it in the fire alive until it burnt to
death! How horrible! But then if it is to be a true sacrifice doesn’t
it have to suffer the most terrible death possible? '

How heavily the lesson falls upon my soul! If Jesus Christ was
to be a true substitute for my sins, did he not have to suffer the most
terrible death possible? Mel Trotter, the great preacher said: “If Jesus
Christ did not go to hell in his death, then you will have to go there,
because your sin deserves hell.

Iet me put it in writing today: “Oh Lord Jesus! Thou who hast
suffered the utmost agony to pay the penalty of my sins, take all there
is of me, and use me as thou wilt.”

This may come as new light upon old truth to the reader. If it
has moved your heart with sorrow for sin and love for the Lord Jesus

Christ, let me ask you, What are you going to do about it? Are you

going to let it pass as just another gospel message you have heard?
Don’t do that. § Any one who is not saved, accept Jesus Christ as
your substitute and Saviour now. Any one who has not made a full
surrender of your life to Him, do so now. Do something definite to
give the gospel to those around you and to the heathen in the utter-
most parts of the world. Amen.

NOTE: Details of the author’s call and service in the Congo are recorded in his
autobiography which may be obtained from: Mrs. Mel Rutter, P. O. Box 68,
Natchez, Mississippi, 39120, U.S.A.

Se termindé la impresién de este libro en los
talleres de Tipogrifica Indigena, Domingo
Diez 503, Cuernavaca, Morelos, México,
el dia 15 de marzo de 1966,
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