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And when this desire becomes reality, when the 
front of expansion occupies the tribal lands, the 
extinction of the Indians is completed. The vast 
jungle is their traditional of production. 
Separated from it and incapable, for the reasons 
which we have mentioned, of integrating themselves 
into the dominant economic system, the Indians have . . . 

no recourse save t? become dependent on a protec-
tionist agency or to be reduced to a miserable and 
apathetic group of people. What is most serious is 
that frequently, both of these things occur simul­
taneously" (p. 68) • 

MATTA, Roberto da 

1963· Notas sobre o Contato e a Extincao dos Indios Gavi­
oes do Médio Rio Tocantins. do Museu Pau­
lista, vol. 14, Sao Paulo. 

"Vemos assim, que o índio Gaviao recebeu os atribu­
tos de selvagem, cruel e assassino, na medida em . , 
que a sua presen9a na area era marcada por atos pu-
ramente defensivos de seus territ6rios e também que 
a transf orm.a9ao do papel de guerreiro por ele de­
sempenhado, corresponde a duas fases da ocupa9ao da 
área do médio a primeira quando as popu­
la9oes regionais evitavá.m os índios sabedoras que 
eram de sua capacidade de rea9ao violenta. A segun­
da destas fases marca o momento em .que a extra9ao 
dos produtos vegetais provoca o surgimento de um 
outro sistema econ8mico. Esse sistema resultou numa 

' 
altissima integra9ao dos núcleos regionais, e tam-

· bém em agencias de financiamento de explora9ao das 
matas, e uma classe de proprietários de terras e 
capitais. O medo ao índio passou a nao ser mais su­

para manter afastados os regionais. Forta­
leceu-se, em conseqüencia, a visao do índio Gaviao 
como um obstáculo a ser eliminado a todo o custo" 
(p. 187). 
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E n g 1 i s h t r a n s 1 a t i o n : "Thus we see 
that the Gaviao Indian was considered to be savage, 
cruel and murderous to the extent to which his pre­
sence in the area was characterized by acts of pure 
defence of his territories and also that the trans­
formation of the role of warrior played .by him cor­
responds to two phases in the occupation of the 
area of the Central Tocantins. The first phase was 
when the local whites avoided the Indians, reali­
zlng their capacity for violent reaction; the se­
cond began at the moment at which the extraction of 
vegetable products stimulated the rise of a diffe­
rent economic system. This system resulted in a 
high degree of integration of regional centres, and 
likew:i.sE1'> in the financing of the exploi_tation of 
the jungles and in a class of owners of land and 
capital. The fe.ar of the Indian was _no longer suf­
ficient to keep the local whites away. Consequen­
tly, the view of the Gaviao Indian as an obstacle 
to be eliminated at any cost was strengthened" (p. 
187). . 

see LARAIA 

MELATTI, Júlio Cezar 

1967 Indios e Criadores: A Situacao dos Krahó na Area 
Pastoril do Tocantins. Instituto de Ciencias Soci­
ais, Rio de Janeiro. 

Further field research carried out on Cardoso de Oliveira's 
project "Study of Areas of Inter-Ethnic Friction in Brazil". 
In accordance with his colleagues of the National Museuiil of 
Rio de Janeiro, the .author analyses the contact between this 
Je tribe and the cattle-breeders of the Upper Tocantins. 
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"A violencia nao caracteriza atualmente as re1a-
9oes entre os Krahó e os sertanejos. Mas talvez ela 
apare9a dentro em breve devido a necessidade de no­
vas terras por parte dos sertanejos. E de se supor 
que, se tal coisa vier a acontecer, o Servi90 de 
Prote9ao aos Indios ~ao oporá grande resist~ncia, 
já que seu poder é mais fictício do que real, pois, 
como acontece freqüentemente, todo pedido de provi­
d~ncia de iniciativa do encarregado do Posto se 
perde pelos intrincados canais burocráticos" (p. 
155). 

E n g 1 i s h t r a n s 1 a t i o n : "Violence 
does not at present characterize relations between 
the Krahó and the backwoodsmen. But it could pos­
sibly crop up again sho~tly, _due to the latter's 
need for new land • .-It is to be presumed that if 
this takes place, the Indian Protection Service 
will not offer much resistan.ce, seeing that its po­
wer is more fictitious than real, since, as fre­
quently happens, every request for action on the 
part of the Post Commissioner is lost in the intri­
ca te channels of bureaucracy" (p. 155). 

MN.l'RAUX, Alfred (1902-1963) 

1962 Disparition des Indiens dans le Brésil Central. Ak­
ten des 34. Internationalen Amerikanistenkongres­
ses, Wien. 

"La situation que je vous ai présentée sur la base 
des inf ormatións précises contenues dans le rapport 

' de Moreira Neto en dit long sur le sort qui attend 
les Indiens occupant la derniere grande réserve na­
turelle du Brésil. L'organisme qui a été créé jus­
tement pour les protéger et pour emp~cher leur dis­
pari tion est devenu, par suite d'une politique d~ 
pacification aveugle, l'instrument de leur perte. 
En principe, le Service de Protection aux Indiens 
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doit pourvoir a leur sécurité et faciliter leur in­
tégration dans le Brésil moderna; en fait les "pos­
tos" sont non seulement des centres de démoralisa­
tion, et d'exploitation, mais de véritables pieges 
dans lesquels une fois pris, les Indiens sont con­
damnés a une prompte disparition. Certes1 je ne 
veux pas accuser le Service dont j'ai été l'h8te et 
qui possede des f onctionnaires admirabl~s de coura­
ge et de dévouement, mais je ne puis que constater 
la décadence, dans l'Etat de Pará, d'une institu.­
tion qui s'inspire des plus nobles idéaux mais qui, 
dáns les faits, est devenue néfaste. Les responsa­
bles sont les compagnies d'exploitation caoutchou- · 
tiere et celles qui f ont la cueillette des noix du 
Brésil, les commer9ants qui vivent au détriment des 
coureurs de bois, "seringueiros" et collecteurs de 
noix, .et, enfin, les autorités de l 'Etat de Pará 
qui ouvertement souhaitent la disparition des In­
diens. Le Service de Protection aux Indiens a été 
obligé de procéder uniquement a la pacification 
sans se soucier de ce qu'il adviendrait des Indiens 
qui se sont confiés a lui" (p. 109). 

With regard to the possibility of putting an end to 
the extermination of ·the remaining Indians of Cen­
tral Brazil, this distinguished Americanist. makes 
the following ooservation: "La chose me semble aus-

. . 
si difficile a tenter que le sont les eff orts de 
ceux qui essayent d'empecher l'exploitation meur­
triere des Indiens de l'Amazonie péruvienne. Il y a 
quelques ·mois, les grands journaux gouvernementaux 
et catholiques de Lima préconisaient le "nettoyage 
de la foret". Il faudrait un autre Maréchal Rondan. 
Lui mort, qui a assez d'autorité et de prestige 
pour parler- au nom des Indiens" (p~ 109)? 

E n g 1 i s h t r a n s 1 a t i o n : "The situa­
tion which I have presented here on the basis of 
the precise inf ormation contained in the Moreira 
Neto report speaks volurnes f or the fate which 
awaits the Indians living on the last great natural 
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reservation in Brazil. The agency that was set up 
precisely to protect them and to prevent their dis­
appearing has become the instrument of their ruin­
as a consequence of its blind pacification policy. 
In principle the Indian Protect ion Service i s sup­
posed to provide for their safety and to facilitate 
their integration into modern Brazil; in fact , the 
"postes" are not only centers of demoralizati?n, 
and exploitation, but real traps in which, once 
caught, the Indians are condemned to disappear ra­
pidly. Of course I do not wish to accuse the Ser- · 
vice whose guest I was and which does have sorne 
courageous and devoted workers in its ranks, but I 
cannot help noting the decadence , in the State of 
Pará, of an institution which inspires itself in 
the most noble ideals but, which in reality, has 
become baneful·. The :blame goes to the rubber compa­
nies and to those that gather Brazil nuts, to the 
merchants who live off the trappers, "seringueiros" 
and nut gatherers, and finally t o the authorities 
of the State of Pará who openly wish the disappea­
rance of the Indians. The Indian Protection Service 
has been forced to proceed to . pacification only 
without bothering about what would happen to the 
Indians who have put themselves into its hands" (p. 
109). 

With regard to the possibility of putting an end to 
the extermination of the remaining Indians of Cen­
tral Brazil, this distinguished .Americanist makes 
the following observation: "This seems to me as 
difficult a task as are the efforts of those who 
try t o prevent· the murderous exploitation of the 
Indians of the Peruvian Amazon region. Sorne months 
ago t he big government and Catholic newspapers of 
Lima were advocating the "cleaning of the forest". 
We would need another Marshal Rondon . Now that he 
is dead, who has enough authority and prestige to 
speak on behalf of the Indians" (p . 109)? 
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MOREIRA NEl.'O, Carlos de Araújo 

1959 Relatório sobre a Situacao Atual dos Indios Kayap6. 

' 

Revista de Antropología , vol. 7, Sao Paulo. 

"0 testemunho histórico indica que, dos primeiros 
tempos coloniais aos di as de hoje, diferen9as de 
grau e nao de qualidade marcam, no país, as técni­
cas usuais de expolia9ao, de opressao e de extermí­
nio adotadas no tratamento aos grupos ·indígenas pe­
las frentes de expansao da sociedade nacional. Ni­
muendajú revela em um de seus relatórios ao Servi90 
de Prote9ao aos Indios os processos habi tuais· se­
guidos por seringalistas e exploradores de castan­
hais do Xingu em suas rela9oes com os índios da re­
giao. Tais atitudes com respeito aos grupos tribais 
podem ser classificadas em duas únicas categorías . 
Na primeira modalidade, a nota dominante é o exter-. 
mínio puro e simples dos indígenas hostis ou sim­
plesmente arredios. A alternativa é a explora9ao 
brutal do trabalho indígena e sua liqüida9ao lenta 
pela miséri~, os maus tratos , a contamina9ao" (p. 
54). 

"As pacificac;;oes ora em curso na bacia do Xingu ig­
noram quaisquer pressupostos básicos, apoiados nos 
dados da experi~ncia, que protejam os grupos tri­
bais dos perigos da desintegra9ao socio-cultural e 
dos processos depopulativos por epidemia a que s~ 
encontram expostos. Nenhuma dessas atividades pre­
ve, como medida necessária, a garantía as comunida­
des indígenas da posse dos territórios que ocupam. 
o que se verifica entao é que as próprias equipes 
da pacifica9ao se associam seringalistas e explora­
dores de castanhais que vao imediatamente ocupando 
as áreas tornadas acessíveis pela atra9ao de grupos 
hostis. Dessa forma, as atuais medidas pacificado­
ras serao nao só desaconselháveis como de todo in­
convenientes se se tem em conta os mais elementares 
·interesses e direitos dos grupos indígenas por elas 
ating~dos " (p. 61). 
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E n g 1 i s h t r a n s 1 a t i o n : "Histor:ical 
testimony indicates that from the firs t colonial 
period up to the present day, the customary techni­
ques of plunder, oppression and exterminat1on adop­
ted by the fronts of expansion of white society in 
this country in their treatment of native groups 
are char&cterized by diff erences of degree and not 

1 

of quality. Nimuendajú, in one of his reports_ to 
the Indian Protection Service, reveals the customa­
ry practices followed by the exploiters of the rub­
ber plantations and Brazil nut groves of the Xingu 
in their relations with the Indians of this region. 
Such attitudes towards the tribal groups can be 
classified into two categories. In the first class, 
the dominant note is the extermination pure and 
simple of the natives who are hostile or who are 
merely avoiding the whites. The alternative to this 
is the brutal exploitation of native labour and the 
slow liquidation of the Indians through poverty, 
maltreatment and contagious diseases" (p. 54). 

The pacification programmes presently being carried 
out in the Xingu basin are based on a total igno­
rance of principles, supported by experience, which 
could protect the tribal groups from the dangers of . 
socio-cultural disintegration and from the process 
of depopulation by the epidemics to which they are 
exposed. None of these activities considers a gua­
rantee to the native communities of the possession 
of the territories which they occupy to be a neces­
sary measure. What is taking place, then, is that 
the pacification teams are joined by exploiters of 
rubber plantations and Brazil nut groves, who imme­
diately occupy the areas made accessible by the ap­
peasement of hostile groups. Thus the present paci­
fication measures are not only inadvisable but also 
wholly improper, taking into account the fundamen­
tal interests and rights of the native groups af­
fected by them" (p. 61) . 
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1967 Constante Histórica do "Indigenato" no Brasil. Atas 
do Simp6sio sobre a Biota Amazonica, Conselho Na­
cional de Pesquisas, Rio de Janeiro. 

Analysing historically the Brazilian indigenous problem, the 
author demonstrates that in fact the relations between "civi­
lized" people and Indians continue along the same patterns of 
colonial spoliation and domination which have characterized 
almost the last five centuries. As an exception and an exam­
ple of a possible solution to the problem, this ·expert men­
tions the National Xingu Park, up to then not under the con­
trol of the official body, but subjected to a special admi­
nistration. 

' 

"A questao da posse da terra constitui a base da 
problemática indígena. E é precisamente em torno 
d~ste problema fundamental que surgiram historica­
mente os conf'litos com os grupos indíge~s. Os go­
vernos que se sucederam· da colonia aos dias atuais 
t~m invariavelmente f alhado na realiza9ao de urna 
política adequada aos interesses e direitos dos 
grupos tribais, porque a solu9ao d~ste e .de outros 
problemas fundamentais, que poderia alterar de modo 
irreversível o caráter da domina9ao tradicional, 
jamais foi sériamente considerada" (p. 180). 

"O índio continua· a ser definido pela opinia.o domi­
nante das regioes onde sobrevive como um 6bice ao 
progresso e a civiliza9ao, que deve ser afastado, 
neutralizado ou suprimido. Somente em 1963 ocorre­
ram, pelo menos, tres incidentes graves que servi­
rao como exemplos da permanencia de tais processos 
de solu9ao do problema indígena" (p. 182). 
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. VI 

••Fatos como Astes demonstram que .o massacre conii­
nua a ser institucionalizado como padrao habitual 
de conduta nas rela9~es entre brancos e índios no 
Brasil atual e é sempre utilizado, com tranqüila 
certeza de imp1nidade, tedas as v~zes que grupos 
indígenas constituam um entrave a expansao ou a 
quaisquer ou.tros interesses dos proprietários ru~ 
rais" (p. 183). 

"Dados objetivos como ~stes, que revelam a especi­
ficidad.e do problema indígena, sao freqüentemente 

· utilizados e deformados por .proprietários rurais, 
políticos, funcionários públicos e mesmo por agen­
tes "protecionistas" com a utiliza9ao de estereoti­
pos e prec~eitos de uso corrente contra os ín­
dios., com o sentido de ,iustificar as ocupa9oes ou a 
explora98o das áreas indígenas e a divisao de seus 
territ6rios, descritos habitualmente como "enormes 
extensoes de ter.ras férteis"t roubadas aos inter~s-

·ses do pri>gresso nacional por um pequeno número de 
índio~ "jgnorantes, viciados e indolentes" . (p. 
185) • . 

En ·g 1 · i s h t r a ns 1 a ti o n : "The ques­
tio~ of the possession of the land is at the heart 
of the native problem • . And it is precisely around 
this fundamental question that · conflicts with nati­
ve groups arise! The .governments which have succee­
ded each other from the ·colonial period to the pre­
sent time ha.ve invariably f ailed to realize a po1i­
cy· adequate to the i.J}terests and rights of the tri­
bal groups, ·becau.se a solution to this and other 
fundamental pi-oblems, which could irrevocably alter 
the· character of the traditional domination, has 
never been seriously considered" (p. 180). 
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"The India.ri continues to be defined by prevail,ing 
public opinion in the areas where he has survived 
as an obstacle to progress and civilization who 
should be isolated, neutralized or suppressed. In 
1963 alone there occurred at least t~ee serious 
incidents which exemplify the permanency of such 
solutions of the native problem" (p. 182). 

"Facts such as these d.emonstrate that slaughter 
continués to be institutionalized as the habitual 
pattern of conduct in relations between whites and 
Indians in Brazil today, and is always made use of, 
with the secure certainty of impunity, whenever na­
tive groups constitute an obstacle to the expan­
sion, or any other interests, of the rural landow­
ners" (p. 183) . 

"Objective data such as this, which reveals the 
specific character of the native problem, is fre­
quently used arid deformed by rural landowners, po- ­
liticians, public officials and even by "protec­
tionist" agents, along with stereotypes and current 
prejudices against the Indians, in order to justify 
-the occupation or the exploi tation of na ti ve areas 
and the partition of their territories, habitually 
described as "enormous expanses of fertile lánd" 
withheld from the interests of national progress by 
a small number_ of "ignorant, corrupt and lazy In­
dians" (p. 185). 

OLIVEIRA, Roberto Cardoso de 

1964 O Indio e o Mundo dos Brancos: A Situacao dos Tukú­
na do Alto Solimoes. Difusao Européia do Livro, Sao 
Paulo. 
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First piece of field re~earch carried out by the author oh 
his own project "Study of Areas of Inter-Ethnic Friction in 
Brazil~. Studying the relations of this still im.portant tribe 
of the Upper Solim.oes with the local national society, he 
shows its transformation into an extremely dependent social 
category: the "caboclo". 

"Em suma, é o índio integrado na periferia da . so­
ciedade nacional, oposto ao "índio selvagem", nu ou 
semi-vestido, hostil ou arredio, exemplificado na 
paisagem do alto Solim.oes pelas tribos do Quixito e 
do Curu9á. Em certo sentido, o caboclo pode ser 
visto ainda como o resultado da interioriza9ao do 
mundo do branco pelo Tukúna, dividida que está sua 
consciencia em duas: urna, voltada para os seus an­
cestrais, outra, para os poderosos homens que o 
circundam. O caboclo é, assim, o Tukúna vendo~se a 
si mesmo com os olhos do branco; isto é, como in­
truso, indolente, trai9oeiro, enfim como alguém cu­
jo único destino é trabalhar para o branco" (p. 
80). 

E n ·g 1 i s h t r a n s 1 a t i o n : "In short, 
he is the Indian who is integrated on the periphery 
of the larger society, as opposed to the "savage 
Indian", nude or half-clothed, hostile or aloof, 
who is exemplified in the region of the Upper Soli­
moes by the Quixito and the Curu9á tribes. In a 
certain sense, the caboclo can be considered as the 
result of the internalization of the white world by 
the -Tukúna, divided as his consciousness is into 
two parts: one influenced by his ancestors, the 
other by the powerful men who surround him. The ca­
boclo is thus the Tukúna seeing himself with the 
eyes of the white; that is, as intrusive, lazy and 
treacherous - in short, as one whose sole fate is 
to work for the white man" (p. 80). 
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1972 A Sociología do Brasil Indígena. Tempo Brasileiro, 
Rió de Janeiro. 

Collection of nine brilliant essays on the indigenous problem 
already published in diff erent scientific journals between 
1960-69 by one of Brazil's leading sociologists. Among the 
self-explanatory titles, we would like to mention the follo­
wing ones because of their particular interest f or the pre­
sent Bibliography: "Bases para urna Política Indigenista" 
(1961)~ "O ~ndio na Consciencia Nacional" (1965} and "Indige­
nismo ou Colonialismo" (1969). 

' 

"A longa história das rela9oes entre índios e bran­
cos no Brasil culminaría recentemente com um acon­
tecim.ento de impacto: a denúncia de genocídio, se­
guida da extin9ao do 'Servi90 de Prote9-ao aos In­
dios, acusado de conivencia ou omissao na apura9ao 
dos crimes que contra o índio se teriam perpetrado. 
Independentemente da veracidade do teor da denún­
cia, ela traria o índio a urna triste evidencia. Po­
rém, ou por isso mesmo, suficientemente eloquente 
para dar ao aborígene - ap6s tanto tempo de esque­
cim.ento pela opiniao pública - status de "problema 
nacional". As controversias, surgidas quanto a so­
lu9ao a ser encontrada relativamente a sua prote9ao 
e assistencia, foram de tal modo debatidas na im­
prensa, durante aquele período de crise da insti­
tui9ao oficial', acorrida em 1968, que por si só 
comprovariam a exist~ncia do que se poderia chamar 
de questao indígena, reconhecida até entao apenas 
por antropólogos e indigenistas" (p. 9). 

After the pertinent first paragraph of the author's 
"Introduction", here is the equally relevant con­
clusion of his article "0 Indi:o na Consciencia Na­
cional": "Ao fim dessas considera9oes, chega-se a 
conclusao de que a posi9ao do índio na s9ciedade 
inclusiva, mesmo nos seus setores mais responsáveis 
administrativamente falando, em nada lhe é favorá­
vel. A sua "representa9ao étnica" na consciencia 
nacional continuará a ser estereotipada, pelo menos 

33 



enquanto a sua figura real nao penetrar nas espa­
las e na imprensa, saindo dos limites dos museus e 
dos cursos especializados. As campanhas de esclare­
cimento popular, a que nos referimos, por importan­
tes que sejam, apresentam resultados fugazes, se 
nao desencadearem formas de ensino e de inf orma9ao 
mais consistentes e permanentes. Além do mais, a 
deforma9ao da figura do índio, acrescenta-se a de­
forma9ao da própria política indigenista. Pois se a 
imagem unívoca e abstracta de um índio genérico já 
é em si mesma inverossímil - porquanto deixa de 
considerar a variedade cultural inerente a paisagem 
indígena brasileira - a incorpora9ao a consciencia 
nacional das "ideologias" ou mentalidades examina­
das torna pouco provável o estabelecimento de uma 
diretriz indigenista racional. E, infelizmente, pa­
rece nao haver dúvida de que é nessas mentalidades 
que o indigenismo oficial está buscando inspira9ao 
para o equacionamento da questao indígena" (pp. 75-
76). 

E n g 1 i s h t r a n s 1 a t i o n : "The lo~g 
history of relations between Indians and whites in 
Brazil recently culminated in an incident of great 
impact: the denunciation of genocide, followed by 
the extinction of the Indian Protection Service ac­
cused of collusion or of ommission in the .investi­
ga tion of crimes perpetrated against the Indians. 
Regardless of the truth of the denunciation, it has 
put the Indian in a sorrowful evidence. However, or 
rather because of it, this evidence has been suffi­
ciently eloquent to give the Indian a status of 
"national problem", after so many years of public 
neglect. The controversies regarding the solution 
to be f ound for the Indians' protectio·n and assis­
tance were so much debated by the press during the 
period of crisis of the governmental institution, 
in 1968, that they would be enough to establish the 
existence of what could be called the indigenous 
issue, which until then had been recognized only by 
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anthropologists and indigenists" (p. 9). 

After the pertinent fir.st paragraph of the author' s 
"Introduction", here is the equally relevant con­
clusion of his article "O Indio na Consciencia Na­
cional": "As a result of these considerations, one 
reaches the conclusion that the position of the In­
dian in the comprehensive society, even in its most 
responsible sectors, administratively speak:ing, is 
in no wise favourable. His "ethnic image" in the 
na.tional consciousness will continue to be stereo­
typed, at least as long as his real irnage does not 
ab~ndon the limits of museums and specialized cour­
ses to penetrate into the schools and the press. 
Campaigns of popular information, important as they 
may be, will present transitory results if they do 
not give rise to more consistent and permanent 
forms óf education and information. Furthermore, to 
the deformation ·of the image of the Indian is added. 
the deformation of the natives policy itself. For 
if the one-sided and abstract image of a generali­
zed Indian is in itself false inasmuch as it does 
not take into consideration the cultural variation 
inherent in the Brazilian native scene, the incor­
poration into the national consciousness of the 
"ideologies" or mentalities examined above malees 
the establishment of a rational course of action on 
the native question improbable •. And unfortunately 
it seems to be beyond a doubt that the official na­
tives agencies are seeking in these idedlogies in­
spiration for a formulation of the native question" 
(pp. 75-76). 

QUEIROZ CAMPOS, José de 

:+970 
' .. 

'· .. 
t ..; t 

Nem Genocídio nem "Etnocídio". Deutsch-Brasiliani­
sche Hefte, no. 3, Nürnberg (German version in the 
sam~ · iss~e). 

. . ~ 
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Written by the ex-president of tbe National Indian Founda­
tion, ~ official body which took the place of the Indian 
Protection Service in 1968, this "answer of the Brazilian Go­
vernment to the degrading campaign started by sorne enemies of 
the régime who had misinf ormed the world press" is all but 
persuading to those who are aware of both the indigenous 
problem and policy of this country. 

"A Funda9ao Nacional do Indio restabeleceu o ideal 
de Rondon e tem procurado motivar o índio para o 
trabalho" (p. 155); "A política da Funda9ao Nacio­
nal do Indio, definitivamente implantada em julho 
de 1968, visa aos seguintes objetivos: promover o 
desenvolvimento econ8mico das tribos integradas; 
intensificar a acultura9ao das semi-aculturadas; 
policiar a catequese assimilacionista dos índios 
arredios; garantir a lenta acultura9ao dos índios 
isolados em reservas, em contactos esporádicos , com 
os civilizados, orientados pelos funcionários dos 
parques indígenas; promover missoes de aproxima9ao, 
no caso de contactos violentos com os civilizados, 
e tentar a pacifica9ao de tribos em conflito; pre­
servar a higidez dos índios, qualquer que seja o 
seu grau de acultura9ao, e organizar o policiamento 
dos territ6rios indígenas, utilizando nessas mis­
soes os próprios índios aculturados" (pp. 151-153); 
"Os índios do Brasil tem hoje aquela prote9ao e se­
guran9a que lhes faltava" (p. 159). 

E n g 1 i s h t r a n s 1 a t i o n : "The Natio­
nal Indian Foundation re-established the ideal of 
Rondon and has· attempted to motívate the Indian to 
work" (p. 155); "The policy of the National Indian 
Foundation, definitively installed in July 1968, 
aims at the following objectives: to promote the 
economic development of the integrated tribes; to 
intensify the acculturation of the semi-accultura­
ted tribes; to regulate the assimilationist indoc­
trination of secluded Indians; to guarantee the 
slow acculturation of Indians isolated on reserva-
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ti~ns by sporadic contacts wíth civilized people, 
guided by offícials of the natives parks; to pro­
mete missions of approach in the case of violent 
contacts with civilízed people, and to attempt to 
pacify tribes in conflict; to preserve the health . 
of the Indians whatever their degree of accultura­
tion; to organize the patrolling of native territo­
ries, using acculturated Indians for these tasks" 
( pp. 151-153) ; "The Indians of Brazil today have 
t~e protection and security which they were lack­
ing" (p. 159). 

RIBEIRO, Darcy 

1957 Culturas e Línguas Indígenas do Brasil. Educa9ao e 
Ciencias Sociais, vol. 2, no. 6, Rio de Janeiro 
(English version in "Indians of Brazil in the Twen­
tieth .Century", Institute for Cross-Cultural Re­
search, Washington 1967). 

Fundamental essay on the Brazilian indigenous problem drawn 
up by one of its most experienced spokesmen on the basís of 
the archives of the former Indípn Protectíon Servíce. For the 
first time, the author demonstrates that the problem is in 
fact not culturally but economically determined. The compara­
tive tables showing the degree of integratíon of the indíge­
nous groups ínto the natíonal society deserve special notice. 

"A propor9ao de grupos indígenas nas áreas de eco­
nomía extrativa, pastoril e agrícola exprime, es­
sencialmente, o grau de penetra9ao e domínío da so­
ciedade nacional em cada urna delas, demonstrando 
que o determinante fundamental do destino dos gru­
pos indígenas é a dinamica da sociedade nacional 
que avan9a inexoravelmente sobre as poucas f aixas 
inexploradas do território brasileiro onde ainda 
sobrevivem grupos isolados e, a medida que ascende 
a maiores concentra9oes demográficas, faz baixar o 
número de grupos indígenas e seu montante popula­
cional" (p. 46). 
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"E, ainda, que o determinante fundamental no desti­
no das tribos indígenas, da conserva9ao ou perda de 
suas línguas e culturas é a sociedade nacional e 
até mesmo a economia internacional. A cota9ao da 
borracha e da castanha e de outros produtos no mer­
cado de Nova York, ou as perspectivas de paz ou de 
guerra, entre as grandes potencias, é que faz avan-
9ar ou refluir as ondas de extratores de produtos 
florestais, permitindo sobreviver bu condenando ao 
extermínio as últimas tribos aut8nomas" (p. 28). 

E n g 1 i s h t r a n s 1 a t i o n : "The propor­
tion of native groups in the areas of extractive, 
pastoral and agricultural economy expresses essen­
tially the degree of penetration and domination of 
the larger society in them, demonstrating that the 
fundamental determinant of the fate of native 
groups is the dynamics of the larger society, which 
is inexorably advancing upon the f ew unexplored 
belts of Brazilian territory where isolated groups 
still survive, and, to the extent to which it rises 
to greater demographic concentrations, causes the 
number of native groups and their population to de­
cline" (p. 46). 

"Furthermore, that the fundamental determinant of 
the fate of native tribes; of the conservation or 
loss of their languages and cultures, is the larger 
society and even the international economy. The 
current price of rubber, Brazil nuts and other pro­
ducts on the New York market or the prospects of 
peace or war between the great powers is what cau­
ses the waves Óf extractors of jungle products to 
advance or recede, permitting the remaining autono­
mous tribes to survive or condemning thém to exter­
mination" (p. 28). 

A Política Indigenista Brasileira. ~inistério da 
Agricultura, Rio de Janeiro. 
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Up to now the only detailed study of Brazilian indigenous po­
licy, reporting the positive as well as the negative perfor­
mances of the former Indian Protection Service during its 
more than fifty years of existence. Among the author's "re­
commendations for protectionist action", a guarantee of the 
possession of indigenous land is put f orward as the essential 
condition for the survival of the Indians. 

"Os últimos quatro anos, de administra9oes milita­
res já nao inspiradas nos princípios ~ilosóficos 
positivistas, como ao tempo de Rondon, ou em quais­
quer outros, conduziram o Servi90 de Prote9ao aos 
Indios ao ponto mais baixo de sua hist6ria, f azen­
do-o descer em certas regioes, a condi9ao degradan­
te de agente de sustenta9ao dos espoliadores e as­
sassinos de índios" (pp. 38-39). 

"Na ve-rdade, a obra de pacifica9ao atende mais as 
necessidades de expan?ao da sociedade nacional que 
aos índios. A obra de assistencia, esta sim, é que 
atenderá as necessidades propriamente indígenas. 
Todavía, no campo da assist~ncia e da prote9ao, o 
Servi90 de Prote9ao aos Indios f alhou freqüentemen­
te" (p. 99). 

"Pacifica9oes realizádas a custa de muita$ vidas, 
de esf8r90 heróico para chamar novas tribos a paz 
conduziram seus executores a frustra9ao, ao verifi~ 
carem que a sua vitória era, afinal, a derrota dos · 
seus ideais, que nem mesmo a posse da terra era as­
segurada aos índios e que o convívio pacífico sig­
nificava para eles a fome, a doen9a e o desengano" 
(p. 99). 

"Muito mais do que as garantias da lei, é o. desin­
teresse economico que assegura ao índio a posse do 
nicho em que vive. A descoberta de qualquer elemen­
to suscetível de explora9ao equivale a condena9ao 
dos índios, que sao pres sionados a desocupar as 
suas terras ou nelas morrem chacinados. E nao sao 
necessárias descobertas economicas excepcionais pa­
ra que os índios sejam espoliados" (pp. 101-102). 
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"A triste realidade é que nenhuma missao religiosa, 
até nossos dias, fez qualquer esfor90 para subrrie­
ter-se ao texto constitucional que assegura aos ín­
dios a posse das terras que ocupam, ao contrário; 
trataram de registrar em seu próprio nome nao só as 
terras onde foram instalar-se, embora as soubessem 
ocupadas imemorialmente pelos índios, como aquelas 
para as quais transladaram grupos indígenas" (pp. 
103-104). 

"Depois de cinqüenta anos de esf orc;.os para garantir 
a cada tribo urna nesga de terra, ainda sao poucos· 
os Estados que deram aos índios títulos de posse 
das terras em que vivem. E a grande maioria deles 
vazou o texto legal em linguagem tao imprecisa que 
dá margem a discussoes, cada vez que um fazendeiro 
ou político local se decida ~ lan9ar mao de suas 
rela9oes políticas para apossar-se de terras dos 
índios" (p. 106). 

E n g 1 i s h t r a n s 1 a t i o n : "The last 
four years, characterized by military administra­
tions no longer inspired by positivist philosophi­
cal principles as in the time of Rondon, or by any 
others, led the Indian Protection Service to the 
lowest point of its history, causing it to descend 
in certain areas to the degrading condition of an 
instrument of support for the plunder~rs and murde­
rers of Indians" (pp. 38-39). 

"In truth, pacification serves more the needs of 
the larger society f or expansion than the needs of 
the Indians. Assistance is what would serve the ac­
tual needs of · the natives. Nevertheless, in the· 
field of assistance and protection, the Indian Pro­
tection Service has frequently failed" (p. 99). 
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"Missions of pacification carried out .a"t the cost 
· of _many -lives and heroic efforts to su..."'lllllon new tri­
bes to peace led their executors to frustration, 
when they realized that their victory in the final 
analysis meant the defeat of their ideals, that the 
Indians were not even assured the possession of 
their land, and that peaceful coexistence for ·them 
meant hunger, disease and disillusionment" (p. 99). 

"Much more than the guarantees of the law, it is 
lack of economic interest which assures the Indian 
of the possession of the niche in which he lives. 
The discovery of anything which can be exploited is 
tantamount to the crack of doom for the Indians, 
who are pressured to abandon their lands or be 
slaughtered on them. And economic discoveries do 
not have to be exceptional f or the Indians. to be 
'plundered" (pp. 101-102). 

"The sorrowfu.l reality is that no religious mission 
up to t .he present time has made any attempt to sub­
mi t to the consti tution, which assures the Ind_ians · 
of the possession of the lands which they occupy. 
On the, contrary, they have .attempted to register in 
their own name not on¡y the land on which they ha~e 
settled, although it has been occupied from time 
immemorial by the Indians, but also lands to which 
they have displaced native groups" (pp. ·103-104). 

' ~ - . 

".After fif.ty years of efforts to guarantee each 
tribe a small area of land, there are still few 
states which have given the Indian·s legal ti tle to 
the l~d on which they are living. And the great 

' majori ty of these states havé formulated the ti tles . 
in so unprecis.e a· language. that it gives. occasion 
to disputes_, whenever a local laridowner or poli ti­
cian <lecides to make use of his political connec­
t:i,.ons to seize. Indian lands" (p. ·106) . 
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1970 Os Indios e a Civilizacao: A Integracao das Popula­
coes Indígenas .no Brasil Moderno. Civiliza9ao Bra­
sileira, Rio de Janeiro. 

Includes not only all the author's previous articles on the 
indigenous problem, but also much other valuable material 
compiled during almost ten years of work as an ethnologist of 
the former Indian Protection Service. Briefly, Ribeiro'$ most 
recent publication represents without a doubt the main source 
of its kind and is one of the most important books ever writ­
ten on the Brazilian Indians. 

"0 tema deste livro é o estudo do processo de 
transfigura9ao étnica, tal como ele pode ser recon­
sti tuído com os dados da experiencia brasileira; e 
a aprecia9ao crítica dos .ingentes esfor9os para 
salvar povos que nao foram salvos. Como alguns des­
ses povos conseguiram sobreviver as compulsoes a 
que estiveram sujeitos - e alguns outros ainda nao 
experimentaram o contato com a civiliza9ao - con­
fiamos que tanto as análises como as denúncias aqui 
contidas ajudem a definir formas mais justas e ade­
quadas de rela9oes com os índios, capazes de abrir­
lhes perspectivas de sobrevivencia e um destino 
melhor" (pp. 3-4). 

With respect to the "new" policy of the National 
Indian Foundation, this expert on the Brazilian in­
digenous problem expresses himself as follows: 
"Mais graves ainda do que as violencias e os desa­
lo jamentos, podem vir a ser os efeitos das novas 
diretrizes econemicas e assistenciais adotadas pelo 
órgao oficial que substituiu o Servi90 de Prote9ao 
aos Indios: a Funda9ao Nacional do Indio. Segundo 
declara9ao de um de seus dirigentes, o programa da 
Funda9ao é tornar-se auto-suficiente dentro de pou­
cos anos, gra9as a explora9ao das riquezas das ter­
ras indígenas e, naturalmente, da for9a de trabalho 
dos próprios índios. A que conduzirá esta nova po­
lítica de espírito empresarial, num órgao que já 
nao se inspira na ideologia indigenista de Rondon e 
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que também já nao conta com nenhum antropólogo em 
seus quadros? E de se temer que os indios terao de 
suportar tempos ainda mais adversos" (p. 6). 

E n g 1 i s h t r a n s 1 a t i o n : "The theme 
of this book is the study of the process of ethnic 
transfiguration, such as can be reconstructed from 
the facts of the Brazilian experience, an~ a criti­
cal evaluation of the enormous eff orts made to save 
peoples who were not saved. Since som~ of these 
peoples managed to survive the pressures to which 
they were subjected - and sorne others have not yet 
experienced contact wi~h civiiization - we believe 
that the analyses as well as the condemnations 
which it contains will assist in defining more 
equitable and adequate forms of relat~onship to the 
Índia~s, forms which are capable of opening up to 
them p~ospects of survival and a better fate" (pp. 
3-4). 

With respect to the "new" policy of the National 
Indiari Foundation, this expert on the Brazilian in­
digenous problem expresses himself as follows: "The 
e.ff ects of the new economie a.rld assistan9e policy 
adopted by the - offici~l agency which replaced the 
Indian Protection Service - the National Indian 
Foundation - could well turn· out to be even more 
serious than the acts of violence and displaceme~t. 
AcGording to a statement by one of its leaders, the 
programme of the Foundation is to become self-suf­
ficient within a few years, due to the exploitation 
of the res6urces of native lands and of course, the 
exploitation of the labour of the Indians them­
selves. What will this new commercial policy lead 
to in an agency which is no longer inspired by the 
natives ideology of Rondon and which also no longer 
has any anthropologists in its ranks? It is to be 
f eared that the Indians will have to undergo times 
even_more adverse" (p. 6). 

43 



RICARDO, Carlos Alberto 

1972 ~see DORIA 

SANTOS , Sílvio Coelho dos 

1972 see AGOSTINHO 

TURNER , Terence 

1971 Brazilian Statute of the Indian . Bulletin of the 
American Anthropological Association, vol . 4 , no . 
1 , Washington. 

. 
Resolution passed at the council meeting of the Am~rican An-
thropological Association in November . 1970 and voted by its 
members in April 1971. Draws the attention of world public 
opinion to the grave implications of the new Brazilian St~­
tute of the Indian, which became law in November 1970, and 
urges the government of this country immediately to repeal 
the third section "Concerning Territories and Occupied Areas" , 
which contains provisions potentially disastrous to the phy­
sical and cultural welfare of the indigenous population. 

"Following ~o closely upon the revelations of the 
atrocities and massacres of Indians perpetrated by 
prívate interests in collaboration with the old In7 
dian Protection Service , which led to a ·world out­
cry and a major ref orm of the Service by the Brazi­
lian Government , this new law provides official 
legal sanctions f or sorne of the worst abuses of the 
old system" (p . 16) . 
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